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WORDS FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT 

As always, ASSBI has an 
exciting year ahead with many 
professional development and 
networking opportunities for 
members. 
     I am particularly looking 

forward to the 40th Annual Brain 
Impairment Conference (June 1st-3rd) in 
Melbourne. This will be a great occasion to 
reflect on ASSBI’s achievements over the 
decades and to honour longstanding 
members and their contributions to the 
field. We have a fantastic program of 
national and international keynote 
presentations and workshops. A summary 
of these can be found on p. 5-6. 
       Organisation of the ASSBI conference 
takes a huge amount of time and cognitive 
effort. I want to thank our Chair Dr Dana 
Wong, Event Coordinator Margaret Eagers 
and the organising committee for their hard 
work and creative ideas. These include the 
new “How-to” sessions which involve 60-
minute mini-masterclasses run by leading 
practitioners. Please join us for what will 
undoubtedly be a special event. 
      In other major news, I am delighted to 
announce the continuation of ASSBI’s 
corporate partnership with Shine Lawyers. 
This partnership enables ASSBI to offer 
unique professional development 
opportunities (in 2017 these include 
workshops on writing effective medico-legal 
reports) and awards that recognise the 
achievements of students and clinicians. 
Although the student conference travel 
grant applications have already closed, the 
ASSBI Early Career Clinical Innovation 
Award will close April 1st. Please contact me 
if you are considering applying for this 
career award. t.ownsworth@griffith.edu.au      
     I would like to welcome ASSBI’s new 
Student Ambassadors and thank those 
continuing in the role, including our Student 
Coordinator Anna Carmichael. Please look 
for upcoming events hosted by ASSBI teams 
in your local area via our website, facebook 
page, and other social media outlets. 

       Finally, nominations are open for ASSBI 
Fellows. There are many members 
deserving of this recognition. Please 
consider nominating a colleague who has 
made a longstanding contribution to ASSBI 
and led advances in the field through 
research, clinical practice and/or education.  
    I look forward to dusting off my favourite 
woolly jacket in June and celebrating the 
last 40 years with you in Melbourne. 

Warmest wishes, 
Tamara Ownsworth, President 
 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S 
REPORT 

 Don’t forget to check out 
our Calendar on the website 
which shows ALL our 
Professional Development 
Dates as well as Training, 
Meetings and Conferences 

from other organisations for 2016 and into 
2017. If you want to put an event on the 
Calendar please email me details. 
 If you haven’t renewed your 
membership you can now – all 
memberships are valid for a full 12 months 
and you will get a substantial discount to 
the conference in Melbourne in June. 
Cheers, Margaret Eagers-Rickit, EO 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Like us on Facebook,  
Follow ASSBI on Twitter 
Join Psychwire and follow ASSBI. 

Become a contact on LinkedIn 
 ANYTHING interesting that should be 
tweeted contact Lizzie on 
socialmedia@assbi.com.au 
  

NEWS 
Nominations are open for The ASSBI Early 
Career Clinical Innovation Award. 
Nominations close on 1st April 2017  
 
Nominations are open for ASSBI Fellows 
please complete and return the application 
form to admin@assbi.com.au. Nominations 
close on 7th April 2017 
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PUBLICATIONS 
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RESEARCH PUBLISHED ONLINE AHEAD OF 
PRINT  
Neuropsychological Rehabilitation 
Learning from the minds of others: A 
review of social cognition treatments and 
their relevance to traumatic brain injury 
Cassel, A., McDonald, S., Kelly, M. & Togher, 
L. 
What the study is about 
Understanding emotions, thinking and 
feeling from another’s perspective, and the 
ability to empathise, are all skills associated 
with social cognition. A growing literature 
base has documented how individuals with 
traumatic brain injury (TBI) can exhibit 
difficulties in some, or all, of the processes 
integral to social cognition, yet there is very 
little evidence detailing whether these 
deficits are remediable in this population. 
This is in contrast to treatment 
developments made in other clinical 
populations, which have a more established 
evidence base. This study aimed to learn 
from the approaches and techniques 
utilised in the broader social cognitive 
therapy literature and consider how these 
rehabilitative methods may be relevant and 
applicable to treatment development for 
people with brain injury. 
What we did 
A narrative review was conducted searching 
all treatments, in any clinical population, 
that targeted at least one social cognitive 
process, including: emotion perception, 
self-awareness, theory of mind (or 
mentalizing), empathy, and interpretational 
cognitive biases. Research papers 
evaluating a treatment were reviewed for 
their theoretical approach, techniques used 
to ameliorate skill(s), and the design of their 
program. These were compared to the 
treatments developed for people with TBI 
and gaps identified were considered for 
their relevance to this population.  
What we found 
We found that social cognition as a 
construct has been described from many 
different philosophies, which has also 
meant that inconsistent term use abounds 
in the literature. We attempted to bring 
together common elements in an 
illustrative biopsychosocial model 
formulating the key processes integral to 
social cognition. Within the TBI literature, 
treatments to date have focused solely on 
the emotion perceptive skills necessary in 
understanding the emotions of others. This 
is in contrast to other clinical populations, 
particularly those with autism-spectrum or 
schizophrenia-spectrum disorders. Whilst 
many treatments evidenced positive 

outcomes, it was the approaches that 
comprehensively targeted the interrelating 
processes of social cognition in a 
collaborative and contextualised fashion 
that showed greater evidence of 
generalising these gains to functional social 
situations. 
What next 
Treatment advances in other clinical 
populations show that it is possible to 
ameliorate a range of social cognitive skills, 
including not only emotion perception but 
also attributional biases, theory of mind, 
and cognitive empathy. The first author is 
now completing a PhD examining the 
feasibility of a novel social cognition 
treatment, informed by the broader 
evidence base, for people living with brain 
injury.  
If you would like to find out more 
information on this study, please contact 
Anneli at anneli.cassel@unsw.edu.au. 
Link to article 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09602011.2016.
1257435 
 

WEBSITE 
The ASSBI website is a very important tool 
for distributing information with links to our 
Social Media. Please let me have your 
feedback at admin@assbi.com.au. 
Margaret Eagers, EO 
 

CORPORATE PARTNERS  

News from our Corporate Partners 
Shine Lawyers has announced it will proudly 
continue its support of ASSBI.  

General Manager of Major Claims Jamie 
Shine said that the firm is honoured to 
strengthen its support of this outstanding 
society as they enter their 40th year, and to 
further demonstrate its commitment to 
ASSBI’s mission statement, to work 
together to improve the lives of people with 
brain impairment. 

“At times, we’ve seen our clients 
receiving treatment from people who 
haven’t properly understood the 
complexities that can come with an ABI. 
This is a critical issue, and makes it even 
more important for us to connect our clients 
with professionals who can adequately 
assist them and understand what they’re 
going through. Through our renewed 
partnership with ASSBI, we aim to provide 
our clients with increased access to a 
holistic team of experts that can help them 

through this time and give them the best 
possible chance of recovering their health 
and financial stability.”JS 
 “I am delighted that ASSBI’s partnership 
with Shine Lawyers continues. With this 
support ASSBI has developed new 
professional education opportunities and 
introduced awards that recognise the 
achievements of students and clinicians who 
make important advances in improving the 
quality of life of people with brain 
impairment (Tamara Ownsworth)” 

Now in its second year, ASSBI’s 
corporate partnership with Shine Lawyers 
will bring some exciting new initiatives 
throughout 2017 including a series of 
workshops on the production of effective 
Medico-Legal reports. 

 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
The full webinar programme is up on the 
ASSBI Website AND on our new CALENDAR 
– go to the Professional Development Page 
of the ASSBI website to find out about all 
our upcoming events.  
 If you would like to see someone give a 
workshop in your State or know of anyone 
coming to Australia in 2017 who would like 
to give a workshop or webinar for ASSBI 
members, please email Margaret and we 
will endeavour to organise a full/half day 
workshop or a one hour webinar. 
  
2017 Webinar Series 
#assbiwebinars 

 
 

The 2017 Webinar series is ready for you to 
register. Click here for information on the 
webinars and speakers. Webinars go for 1 
hour from 12.30pm – 1.30pm 
Sydney/Melbourne time. REGISTER NOW 
 

 

11th April Beyond Cognitive 
Rest: Treating Patients with 
Persistent Cognitive and 
Somatic Symptoms Following 
Concussion by Prof McKay 
Moore Sohlberg  

 

13th June Stem Cell 
Interventions Hype or Hope by 
Prof Iona Novak 

2 
 

https://www.shine.com.au/service/personal-injury-lawyers/brain-injury-compensation-claims/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09602011.2016.1257435
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09602011.2016.1257435
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
http://www.assbi.com.au/assbicalendar.html
http://www.assbi.com.au/professional_development_menu.html
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
http://www.cvent.com/d/2vqg20
http://www.cvent.com/d/2vqg20/4W


 

8th August Evidence-based 
management of impaired self-
awareness following brain 
injury by Prof Jennifer Fleming 

 

10th October by Prof Vicki 
Anderson Digital health and e-
health technology for ill and 
injured children and their 
families: What’s the evidence? 
 

 

 
12th December Rare and 
Unusual Syndromes by Dr 
Michael Perdices 

2017 Workshops 
#assbiworkshops 

A/Prof Warrick Brewer from the University 
of Melbourne and Orygen Youth Health will 
be giving a full day workshop at the Ariel 
UTS Function Centre in Ultimo, NSW on 28th 
August entitled: Neuropsychologically 
informed therapy and intervention: an 
introduction to conducting 
neuropsychotherapy beyond rehabilitation. 
Venue will be confirmed shortly. 
Click here for information on the workshop 
and A/Prof Brewer’s bio 
REGISTER NOW 

 
ASSBI CONFERENCES 
40th Conference - #assbi2017 

The 40th Annual Brain Impairment 
Conference will be held at the Grand Hyatt 
Melbourne, VIC on 1-3 June 2017 and is 
being convened by Dr Dana Wong, the 
theme of the conference is Looking back to 
look ahead: 40 years of science, practice 
and education in brain impairment. Full bios 
of the keynote speakers can be found by 
clicking here.  
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN 
Early bird closes on 1st May 
 
Professor Roshan das Nair 

Roshan will be presenting 
Workshop 1 (half day) and a 
Keynote Address entitled 

Memory rehabilitation in acquired brain 
injuries: On the bumpy road to establishing 
evidence 
CLICK HERE TO hear Prof das Nair talk 
about his presentations 
 
Abstract for Workshop 1: 
Developing and evaluating complex 
interventions: Putting the Medical 
Research Council Framework into practice 
In 2000 (and updated in 2008), the UK 
Medical Research Council (MRC) produced a 
framework for the development and 
evaluation of complex interventions. This 
was followed by guidance on process 
evaluation. These MRC Frameworks have 
been influential in healthcare research. At 
this workshop, using examples from our 
research on the development and 
evaluation of cognitive rehabilitation, we 
will discuss how we can use these 
frameworks in our own work, consider how 
we can ensure the fidelity of the delivery of 
our interventions, and how best to report 
our interventions for replication in clinical 
practice or other research studies.   
In this workshop, we will: 
• Consider the meaning and limits of 

‘complex interventions’ within our own 
areas of clinical practice or research.  

• Examine the development pathways 
that will lead us to a definitive 
randomised controlled trial to evaluate 
the complex intervention (and the 
challenges that go with it). 

• Explore what process evaluations can 
be factored into the evaluation phase. 

• Consider how best to report the 
complex intervention in publications.   

 
Dr Tessa Hart 

Tessa will be presenting 
Workshop 3 (half day) and a 
Keynote Address entitled: 
Anger Self-Management in 
Traumatic Brain Injury: 

Outcomes and Lessons Learned from a 
Randomized Clinical Trial 
 
Abstract for Workshop 3: 
What Are We Doing When We Treat Our 
Patients? A Scheme-in-Progress for 
Analyzing the Active Ingredients of 
Rehabilitation 

Rehabilitation is often said to be ‘more 
than the sum of its parts.’ But what, exactly, 
are the parts?  More importantly, what are 
the parts that make the greatest difference 
to the outcomes sought by our patients; 
that is, what are the active ingredients of 
rehabilitation? In this workshop we 

consider both the importance of this 
question and potential ways to begin to 
answer it, with an emphasis on 
rehabilitation treatments of most relevance 
to patients with acquired brain injury (ABI). 

The majority of rehabilitation 
treatments do not exert their effects 
passively (as do ‘medical’ treatments such 
as medications and surgery). Rather, most 
of our interventions involve complex 
scenarios in which patient engagement, 
active learning, and interaction with the 
provider and the environment are key 
components. Add to this the diversity of 
goals addressed in rehabilitation and the 
dynamics of a rehabilitation team, and we 
have a treatment package whose active 
ingredients are difficult to characterize, let 
alone to measure. It is little wonder that we 
are typically left with crude measures of 
treatment such as the number of days or 
hours spent, with little information as to 
what was actually done inside that ‘black 
box.’ Yet it is only by specifying and 
measuring the ingredients of rehabilitation 
that we can advance the scientific evidence 
base, with the ultimate hope of developing 
treatment guidelines for particular 
problems and particular kinds of patients. 
Arriving at a common language for 
specifying the ingredients of rehabilitation 
would also benefit therapist training and 
program evaluation efforts, as well as 
improving communication across the team, 
and between provider and patient/ family. 

Previous attempts at characterizing 
rehabilitation treatments have been mostly 
‘bottom-up’ or inductive, in which 
therapists list and quantify the specific 
activities included in their interventions. 
While useful for some purposes, these 
approaches have significant shortcomings. 
The bulk of this workshop will be devoted 
to discussing and illustrating an alternative 
scheme under development by a US-
funded, multi-disciplinary group of 
rehabilitation researchers known as the 
Rehabilitation Treatment Taxonomy (RTT) 
group. Our scheme is ‘top-down,’ in that it 
uses treatment theory as a basis for 
characterizing the interventions used in 
rehabilitation. We have elaborated a 
tripartite structure of treatment theory that 
is necessary and sufficient to explain any 
treatment’s effects. This tripartite structure 
consists of a treatment target, which is a 
specific and measurable aspect of 
functioning selected for change; a set of 
active ingredients that, in some 
combination, are hypothesized to effect the 
desired changes in the target; and the 
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STUDENTS 
CORNER 

 
We are excited to announce that in 
2017 ASSBI will have Student Teams 
representing Hobart, Melbourne, 
Newcastle, Sydney, Brisbane, Far North 
Queensland, New Zealand, Adelaide & 
the UK! We have ambassadors 
representing a breadth of academic and 
professional disciplines this year, 
including psychology, speech pathology, 
physiotherapy, occupational therapy 
and neuropsychology. We have a very 
enthusiastic cohort of ambassadors and 
event-organisation is well underway for 
2017. Information about upcoming 
student events in 2017 will be posted 
on the ASSBI facebook page (@assbiau) 
and more information about our 
student ambassadors can be found on 
the ASSBI website:  
 
http://www.assbi.com.au/student%20a
mbassadors.html 
 
We are still welcoming applications 
from students in Sydney, Perth, 
Tasmania & Canberra to join our ASSBI 
student program. Please email all 
expressions of interest to the Student 
Coordinator, Anna Carmichael to 
students@assbi.com.au 
 
We encourage both undergraduate and 
graduate students from all universities 
across Australia and all disciplines 
(Speech Pathology, Clinical Psychology, 
OT, Neuropsychology, Physiotherapy) 
to apply as soon as possible to our 
student co-ordinator, Anna Carmichael 
students@assbi.com.au  
Please send CV and specify which 
position(s) you are applying for.  Click 
here for flyer 

 
You can find out about upcoming 
events hosted by ASSBI teams in 
your local area for 2017 via our 

website, facebook page, and other 
social media outlets! 

 
For full reports on student events go to 

the Student News Page 
 

For any student enquiries email 
students@assbi.com.au 

mechanism(s) of action, which specifies the 
processes by which ingredients bring about 
these changes.   

We have also identified 3 broad clusters 
of rehabilitation treatment targets that are 
mutually exclusive with respect to their 
essential active ingredients and 
hypothesized mechanisms of action: 
changes in organ functions, changes in 
skilled performances, and changes in 
cognitive and affective representations, 
i.e., factual knowledge, attitudes, and 
beliefs. The latter two are of particular 
importance to treatment of ABI, as by 
definition, the organ responsible for 
learning and for cognitive representation 
has been damaged. In this workshop, we 
will examine the basic rationale and 
terminology associated with the RTT 
scheme; explore the targets, ingredients, 
and mechanisms of action within each 
treatment cluster, with an emphasis on 
learning-based treatments; and discuss 
real-world examples of treatments for ABI 
in relation to the specification of their 
active ingredients. Participants will have 
opportunities to work with the RTT 
concepts using their own examples, to 
practice specifying treatments with respect 
to the targets within them and the 
ingredients that are hypothesized to be 
active, i.e., to effect changes, in each. 
Outcomes: 
• List at least 3 reasons why rehabilitation 

is in need of a system for specifying the 
targets and ingredients of its 
interventions; 

• Define treatment theory and identify 
the 3 parts of its tripartite structure, 
and 

• Name at least 2 features distinguishing 
skills-based and representations-based 
learning in rehabilitation. 

   
A/Professor William Levack 

William will be presenting 
Workshop 2 (half day) and a 
Keynote Address entitled: From 
research to practice – knowledge 
translation in brain injury 

rehabilitation. 
CLICK HERE TO hear A/Prof Levack talk 
about his presentations 
 
Abstract for Workshop 2: 
Goal setting, motivation, and patient 
engagement in neurorehabilitation 
Neurorehabilitation is a specialist area of 
healthcare that has patient engagement at 
its core.  The majority of 

neurorehabilitation interventions require 
patient involvement to be implemented, 
with the degree of this involvement heavily 
influencing the effectiveness of these 
interventions.   This workshop will examine 
factors associated with patient engagement 
in neurorehabilitation, with a particular 
focus on the application of goal setting as a 
tool for enhancing a person’s active 
involvement in therapy and rehabilitation 
planning.  Consideration will be given to 
how people’s needs change over the course 
of their recovery and how health 
professionals should alter their behaviour 
and methods of goal setting to address 
these needs at different stages of 
neurorehabilitation.  The workshop will 
involve tutorials on motivation theory 
related to goal setting, discussion of 
contextual factors such as ethnicity and 
patient preferences for engagement, 
application of taught concepts to practice-
based case studies, and group based 
activities to explore attitudes and 
experiences of goal setting in clinical 
practice.  
Learning objectives: 
On completion of this workshop attendees 
will be able to: 
• Describe four or more theories of goal 

setting and how these theories can be 
applied in the practice of 
neurorehabilitation 

• Critically appraise their healthcare 
services’ approaches to patient 
engagement, identifying strengthens 
and weaknesses of different 
approaches, with particular emphasis 
on goal setting 

• Identify assumptions about goal setting 
in relation to patient behaviour that are 
evidence-based and those that are not 

• Discuss cultural safety in relation to 
engagement of indigenous populations 
in neurorehabilitation  

 
Prof Olivier Piguet 

Olivier will be presenting 
Workshop 4 (half day) and a 
Keynote Address entitled The 
long and winding road: (Social) 
cognition and sense of identity 

in dementia 
 
Abstract for Workshop 4: 
Clinical presentations and neurobiology of 
younger onset dementia syndromes 
Frontotemporal dementia is a common 
cause of dementia before the age of 65 
years. Despite recent codification of its 
main clinical syndromes, detection and 
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diagnosis remains suboptimal because of 
overlap in clinical features with other 
neurological (e.g., Alzheimer’s disease) and 
psychiatric (eg., major depressive disorders) 
condition. In addition, the prediction of the 
underlying pathology in frontotemporal 
dementia syndromes in life is variable. This 
workshop will review the latest research 
relevant to the main syndromes of younger 
onset dementia, focusing on 
frontotemporal dementia, Alzheimer’s 
disease, and the primary progressive 
aphasias. The following topics will be 
discussed: current diagnostic criteria, 
clinical and diagnostic criteria, clinical and 
neuroimaging profiles, as well as 
neuropathology and generic risks of these 
dementias. The workshop will provide 
attendees with tools to improve diagnosis 
of dementia syndromes, an understanding 
of their possible trajectories, and their 
impact on patient management and carer 
burden. 
Outcomes 
• Recognise the clinical presentations of 

younger-onset dementia syndromes; 
• Identifiy the cardinal features of 

younger-onset dementia syndromes 
on structural brain imaging;   

• Understand the genetic risks 
associated with younger-onset 
dementia;  

• Identify potential management issues 
and likely sources of burden for carers 
and family members. 

 
Professor Jacinta Douglas 

Jacinta is Professor of 
Acquired Brain Injury and 
holds the Summer 
Foundation Research Chair in 
the Living with Disability 
Research Centre at La Trobe 

University, in Melbourne, Australia. Jacinta 
will be presenting the ASSBI Presidential 
Address. 
 

41st Conference - #assbi2018 
The 41st Annual Brain Impairment 
Conference will be held in Adelaide, South 
Australia on 3rd to 5th May 2018 and is being 
convened by Dr Elizabeth Williams.  
 

BRAIN IMPAIRMENT 
ASSBI’s multidisciplinary Journal 

Members are encouraged to look out 
for first issue of Volume 18 of Brain 
Impairment which will be published online 
soon. This is a wonderful special issue on 

Social Cognition guest edited by Skye 
McDonald and showcasing the latest in 
social cognition research from around the 
globe. Our sincere thanks to Skye for 
initiating this issue and pulling it all together 
so effectively.  

We are looking forward to an exciting 
year for the journal in 2017, as we prepare 
to expand our Editorial Board and apply for 
listing in PubMed. At the ASSBI conference, 
we will be awarding the Inaugural Douglas 
& Tate Prize for the best research paper 
published in Brain Impairment in 2016, and 
this represents another significant 
milestone in the life of the journal. As 
always, thank you to the members of ASSBI 
who support the journal by submitting their 
manuscripts, doing peer reviews and 
referencing Brain Impairment in their work. 

You should have received login 
instructions when you joined ASSBI, if you 
require any help with this please email 
Margaret 
Jennifer Fleming and Grahame Simpson  
Co-Editors 
 

ASSBI RESOURCES 
I would like to remind everyone that in 
addition to the manuals that ASSBI has for 
sale Members of ASSBI can download many 
free tests including the Austin Maze.  

Non-members also have access to some 
free downloads too – click here to see the 
full list of manuals and free to downloads 
on offer 
Skye McDonald 
Resources Manager 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
INVOLVEMENT 
Attention and Communication following 
TBI: Attempting to make clinical 
knowledge scientific – Health Professionals 
Perspectives Survey 

I am a doctoral candidate student at the 
University of Auckland, New Zealand 
researching the topic of attention and 
communication following traumatic brain 
injury (TBI). For my research, I am kindly 
requesting professional colleagues working 
within the TBI field to complete a survey 
that looks at how professionals perceive 
their clients' attention and communication 
abilities. Health professionals may include: 
Speech Language Therapists (Pathologists), 
Occupational Therapists, Physio (Physical) 
Therapists, Clinical Psychologists, Neuro 
Psychologists, Registered Nurses, and 

Medical Doctors.  This survey will take 
between 15-30 minutes. 
You are able to directly access the survey 
and participant information sheet (PIS) 
here: 
https://auckland.au1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID
=SV_eFqYisSYI5uFvNz    
 The research team includes Maegan 
VanSolkema (PhD candidate), Dr Clare 
McCann, Dr Suzanne Barker-Collo, and Dr 
Allison Foster.  The study has received 
ethics approval from The University of 
Auckland Human Participants Ethics 
Committee (5.12.16-6.12.19 / 018154). 
 Please do not hesitate to contact me, 
Maegan VanSolkema at 
mvan944@aucklanduni.ac.nz, or my 
supervisors (contact details on the PIS) if 
you have any questions. 
  
NON-ASSBI CONFERENCES 
See page 5 for information on conferences 
being held in 2017 by Associations other 

than ASSBI. NOTE that ASSBI 
members can register as 
members for the IBIA2017 
conference in the USA. 
 

The 14th #nrsigwfnr2017 is being held in 
South Africa on 10-11 July just after 
#assbi2017 and  
 

INS Mid-year Meeting on 5-8 
July also being held in Cape 
Town. 

 
PsycBITETM 

 
Learn more about evidence based practice; 
understand more about scientific evidence 
underpinning remediation and 
rehabilitation: Become a rater for PsycBITE  
 
What is PsycBITE? 
PsycBITE is a world-class, living e-resource 
that archives all published literature on 
psychological treatments for people with 
chronic diseases and disorders from 
acquired brain impairment. Launched in 
2004, PsycBITE updates the literature 
monthly. It currently archives 4,000 
empirical papers.
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ASSBI MEMBERSHIPS 
JOIN/RENEW 

ARE NOW ANNIVERSARY which 
means that your membership lasts 

for a full 
 12 or 24 months 

 
 Full member cost 
 $150 for 1 year  
 $257 for 2 years  
 Student Cost 
 $80 for 1 year 
 $144 for 2 years  
(students please email id proof to  
admin@assbi.com.au ) 

  
Advantages of being an ASSBI 
member include: 
 

 Substantial discount off 
registration fees for the 2016 
ASSBI conference in Macau  
 Discounted registration to 
all ASSBI workshops and the 
webinar series   
 Access to Brain 
Impairment online 
 4 Newsletters per annum 
 Access to previously 
published papers with 
normative data on tests for 
children, adults and older 
adults.   
 If you refer someone to 
ASSBI and they join you will 
receive a 10% discount on any 
ASSBI run workshop or webinar 

 
Information on Membership can be 
found at www.assbi.com.au.  
Not sure if you are financial?  go to 
the website to find out.   
 
MEMBERS please go to  the 
members page to update your 
profile, you can also add a photo, 
you are also able to  contact other 
members via email. 
 
Margaret Eagers 
Executive Officer 
 

ASSBI EVENTS 
CALENDAR - ASSBI 

2017 WEBINAR SERIES 
1 hour 12.30-1.30 
Cost varies go here to find out 
Register here For 1 or more  
 
Webinar 1: - Stem Cell Interventions Hype or 
Hope – Prof Iona Novak 
Date: 14th March 
 
Webinar 2: Beyond Cognitive Rest: Treating 
Patients with Persistent Cognitive and Somatic 
Symptoms Following Concussion - Prof McKay 
Moore Sohlberg 
Date: 11th April 
 
Webinar 3: - Evidence-based management of 
impaired self-awareness following brain 
injury– Prof Jennifer Fleming 
Date: 8th August 
 
Webinar 4: Digital health and e-health 
technology for ill and injured children and their 
families: What’s the evidence? - Prof Vicki 
Anderson 
Date: 10th October 
 
Webinar 5: Rare and Unusual Syndromes – Dr 
Michael Perdices 
Date: 12th December 
 
2017 CONFERENCE/WORKSHOPS 
40th Annual Brain Impairment Conference   
Date: 1 – 3 June 2017 
Venue: Grand Hyatt, Melbourne, Australia 
Convenor: Dr Dana Wong 
Information and to register: 
http://www.assbi.com.au/confhome.htm 
 
Workshop: Neuropsychologically informed 
therapy and intervention: an introduction to 
conducting neuropsychotherapy beyond 
rehabilitation – A/Prof Warrick Brewer 
Date: 28th August 
Information: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/zvqh25 
 
2018  CONFERENCE/WORKSHOPS 
41st Annual Brain Impairment Conference   
Date: 31 May – 2 June 2018 
Venue: Adelaide, South Australia 
Convenor: Dr Liz Williams 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE EVENTS 
CALENDAR 

2017 
 
6th Annual International Conference on 
Cognitive and Behavioral Psychology CBP 
2017 
Date:  6-7 March 2017 
Venue: Singapore 
Contact: http://cognitive-behavior.org  
 
12th World Congress on Brain Injury 
Date:  March 29 – April 1 2017 
Venue: New Orleans, Louisiana, USA 
Contact: www.ibia2017.org  
 
INS Mid-Year Meeting 
Date:  5-8 July 2017 
Venue: Cape Town,  South Africa 
Contact: http://ins2017.com/  
 
14th NR-SIG-WFNR Conference 
Date:  10-11 July 2017 
Venue: Townhouse Hotel, Cape Town,  South 
Africa 
Contact:  Margaret Eagers 
http://mers.vpweb.com.au/NR-SIG-WFNR-
Conf.html or http://www.cvent.com/d/lvq4fj  
 

2018 
 
10th World Congress for NeuroRehabilitation 
Date:  7-10 February 2018 
Venue: Mumbai, India 
Contact:  Tracey Mole 
Traceymole@wfnr.co.uk  
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