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WORDS FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT 

 
At last, ASSBI’s 40th annual 
Brain Impairment Conference 
is upon us, along with the 
start of winter. Conference 
Chair Dr Dana Wong and the 
organising committee have a 

fantastic programme with some unique 
events in store for us. I am particularly 
looking forward to hearing the panel of 
ASSBI Fellows reflect on the history and 
achievements of the Society over the 
decades. The new ‘How-to’ mini-
masterclass sessions will provide a great 
opportunity for gaining new knowledge and 
clinical competencies. 
 

       In other news, the Editors of our journal 
Brain Impairment have recently renewed 
the Editorial Board. I would like to warmly 
welcome all new Editorial Board members. 
We also say farewell to some longstanding 
Editorial Board members who have 
resigned. On behalf of ASSBI, thank you for 
your incredible service to the journal over 
the years, which has contributed 
significantly to the high quality of articles 
published. 
 

     As you will read in Student Corner, our 
Student Ambassadors have been very busy 
with professional development and 
networking events in Brisbane and New 
Zealand. Well done to both teams! Please 
look for upcoming events hosted by ASSBI 
teams in your local area via our website, 
facebook page, and other social media 
outlets. 
       

Sadly, my term as ASSBI President has come 
to an end. However, I am very excited to 
welcome Professor Jacinta Douglas to the 
role. I know that with Jacinta’s dedication 
and enthusiasm our Society will flourish. I 
would like to thank the committee, 
Margaret Eagers and all members of ASSBI 
for their support over the past two years. 
 

Warmest wishes, 
Tamara Ownsworth, President 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S 
REPORT 

 Don’t forget to check 
out our Calendar on the 
website which shows ALL our 
Professional Development 
Dates as well as Training, 
Meetings and Conferences 

from other organisations for 2017 and into 
2018. If you want to put an event on the 
Calendar please email me details. 
 If you haven’t renewed your 
membership you can now – all 
memberships are valid for a full 12 months 
and you will get a substantial discount to 
the conference in Adelaide in 2018. 
Cheers, Margaret Eagers-Rickit, EO 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Like us on Facebook,  
Follow ASSBI on Twitter 
Join Psychwire and follow ASSBI. 

Become a contact on LinkedIn 
 If you have anything interesting you 
would like tweeted or mentioned on 
facebook, contact Lizzie on 
socialmedia@assbi.com.au. 
 #ASSBIchat was held on 11th May, with 
Lee Cubis leading a discussion hour on 
“Navigating life after brain tumour” – check 
out our twitter account for more details  

 
WEBSITE 
The ASSBI website is a very important tool 
for distributing information with links to our 
Social Media. Please let me have your 
feedback at admin@assbi.com.au. 
Margaret Eagers, EO 
 

CORPORATE PARTNERS  
WHERE YOUR PATIENTS CAN FIND 
HIDDEN INSURANCE COVER  
How will I pay for my rehab? How will I 
support my family while I recover? These 
are some of the questions that your 
patients might be wondering when you 
deliver their medical diagnosis, and the 
answer might be easier than you think. 
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If an individual is unable to work due to 
illness or disability, they might be entitled 
to benefits through their superannuation, 
life insurance or other insurance policies. 
However, sometimes it can take some 
digging to uncover where those policies are 
held. 

A good place to start is with their 
superannuation fund. Most working 
Australians are members of a super fund 
and it is very common for membership to 
include a level of insurance cover. It’s also 
possible that there is disability insurance 
that they might not be aware of as part of 
their super. 

They may have their own personal life 
insurance policy or their company may 
provide them with some form of accident 
and sickness policy as part of their 
employment.  

Income protection is another form of 
insurance and benefits are based on a 
percentage of up to 75% of gross wage for a 
set period of time.  Total and Permanent 
Disability (TPD) and trauma benefits can 
provide a lump sum payment, regardless of 
wage or salary, if they are unable to return 
to work in the same capacity.  

Another place to look is at their home 
loan. Banks may sometimes offer mortgage 
insurance as part of their packages, which 
will help make the repayments if they 
cannot work.  

It is worthwhile making calls to these 
institutions as the financial support will be 
helpful to fund medical costs, clear out 
debts and provide an income stream to 
ensure quality of life is as best it can be 
given individual circumstances. 

Some insurance claims have strict time 
limits that apply after accidents or diagnosis 
so seeking legal advice as soon as possible is 
recommended.  

 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
The full webinar programme is up on the 
ASSBI Website AND on our new CALENDAR 
– go to the Professional Development Page 
of the ASSBI website to find out about all 
our upcoming events.  
 If you would like to see someone give a 
workshop in your State or know of anyone 
coming to Australia in 2017 who would like 
to give a workshop or webinar for ASSBI 
members, please email Margaret and we 
will endeavour to organise a full/half day 
workshop or a one hour webinar. 

 2017 Webinar Series 

#assbiwebinars 

 
The 2017 Webinar series is ready for you to 
register. Click here for information on the 
webinars and speakers. Webinars go for 1 
hour from 12.30pm – 1.30pm 
Sydney/Melbourne time. REGISTER NOW 
 

 

13th June Stem Cell 
Interventions Hype or Hope 
by Prof Iona Novak 

 

8th August Evidence-based 
management of impaired 
self-awareness following 
brain injury by Prof Jennifer 
Fleming 

 

10th October by Prof Vicki 
Anderson Digital health and 
e-health technology for ill 
and injured children and their 
families: What’s the 
evidence? 
 

 

 
12th December Rare and 
Unusual Syndromes by Dr 
Michael Perdices 

 

AVAILABLE ON DEMAND 
Beyond Cognitive Rest: 
Treating Patients with 
Persistent Cognitive and 
Somatic Symptoms Following 
Concussion by Prof McKay 
Moore Sohlberg 

 
2017 Workshops 
#assbiworkshops 

A/Prof Warrick Brewer from the University 
of Melbourne and Orygen Youth Health will 
be giving a full day workshop at the Ariel 
UTS Function Centre in Ultimo, NSW on 28th 
August entitled: Neuropsychologically 
informed therapy and intervention: an 
introduction to conducting 
neuropsychotherapy beyond rehabilitation. 
Venue will be confirmed shortly. 

Click here for information on the workshop 
and A/Prof Brewer’s bio REGISTER NOW  
 
Workshop Overview | Medico-Legal Work: 
Everything you need to know from the 
report to the court room 
Clinicians and treatment providers may feel 
apprehensive about entering the world of 
Medico-Legal reporting. This reluctance can 
stem from grappling with the reporting 
requirements, or inexperience in the Court 
room. In order to overcome such 
reservations, ASSBI and Shine Lawyers have 
developed a detailed workshop to provide 
practitioners with insight into the Medico-
Legal process - from the structure of the 
report, through to giving evidence at trial.  

The workshop will follow a logical 
process starting with the assessment of the 
client and preparation of the report. This 
will include recommendations regarding the 
report’s structure, contents and expert 
opinion. From there, the workshop will 
discuss the process of preparing for trial, 
appearing in Court, giving evidence and 
being cross-examined.  

The workshop will be delivered from 
the perspective of a provider, an instructing 
lawyer and a barrister, to provide allied 
health and medical health professionals 
with a holistic understanding of Medico-
Legal work. The session will formally 
conclude at 5:00PM, followed by drinks and 
nibbles hosted by Shine Lawyers so as to 
allow attendees and presenters to engage 
in a social environment. 
 
This workshop will be held in Brisbane, 
Melbourne, Perth and Sydney. Dates, 
venues and speakers to be confirmed 
shortly  
 

ASSBI CONFERENCES 
41st Conference - #assbi2018 

 
 
The 41st Annual Brain Impairment 
Conference will be held in Adelaide, South 
Australia on 3rd to 5th May 2018. The theme 
is Connecting and Collaborating in 

Rehabilitation and is being convened by 
Elizabeth Williams.  
 

BRAIN IMPAIRMENT 

ASSBI’s multidisciplinary Journal 
Editorial Board Renewal 
 

http://www.assbi.com.au/assbicalendar.html
http://www.assbi.com.au/professional_development_menu.html
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
http://www.cvent.com/d/2vqg20
http://www.cvent.com/d/2vqg20/4W
http://www.cvent.com/d/zvqh25
http://www.cvent.com/d/zvqh25/4W
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Co-editors Jennifer Fleming and Grahame 
Simpson are delighted to announce the 
following new members who have agreed 
to join the Editorial Board of Brain 
Impairment: 
Dr Michelle Bellon, Professor Michele 
Foster, Dr Cynthia Honan, Professor 
Suzanne Kuys, A/Prof Natasha Lannin, 
A/Prof Alice Theadom, Dr Matt Thomas, 
A/Prof Gavin Williams, Dr Dana Wong 

The new members reflect the multi-
disciplinary focus of Brain Impairment and 
we look forward to working with them in 
the continued development of our journal. 

We also acknowledge the significant 
contribution of retiring members (Professor 
Chris Code, Professor Gina Geffen, 
A/Professor Wayne Levick, Dr Annie 
McCluskey, Professor Kathryn McPherson) 
who have been part of the foundation of 
Brain Impairment and supported it through 
the days of its early development. Thank 
you very much for helping to make Brain 
Impairment the high-quality journal that it 
is today. 

You should have received login 

instructions when you joined ASSBI, if you 

require any help with this please email 

Margaret 

Jennifer Fleming and Grahame Simpson  

Co-Editors 

ASSBI RESOURCES 
I would like to remind everyone that in 
addition to the manuals that ASSBI has for 
sale Members of ASSBI can download many 
free tests including the Austin Maze.  

Non-members also have access to some 
free downloads too – click here to see the 
full list of manuals and free to downloads 
on offer 
Skye McDonald 
Resources Manager 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
INVOLVEMENT 
Attention and Communication following 
TBI: Attempting to make clinical 
knowledge scientific – Health Professionals 
Perspectives Survey 

I am a doctoral candidate student at the 
University of Auckland, New Zealand 
researching the topic of attention and 
communication following traumatic brain 
injury (TBI). For my research, I am kindly 
requesting professional colleagues working 
within the TBI field to complete a survey 
that looks at how professionals perceive 
their clients' attention and communication 
abilities. Health professionals may include: 
Speech Language Therapists (Pathologists), 
Occupational Therapists, Physio (Physical) 

Therapists, Clinical Psychologists, Neuro 
Psychologists, Registered Nurses, and 
Medical Doctors.  This survey will take 
between 15-30 minutes. 
You are able to directly access the survey 
and participant information sheet (PIS) 
here: 
https://auckland.au1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID
=SV_eFqYisSYI5uFvNz    
 The research team includes Maegan 
VanSolkema (PhD candidate), Dr Clare 
McCann, Dr Suzanne Barker-Collo, and Dr 
Allison Foster.  The study has received 
ethics approval from The University of 
Auckland Human Participants Ethics 
Committee (5.12.16-6.12.19 / 018154). 
 Please do not hesitate to contact me, 
Maegan VanSolkema at 
mvan944@aucklanduni.ac.nz, or my 
supervisors (contact details on the PIS) if 
you have any questions. 

  

NON-ASSBI CONFERENCES 
See page 5 for information on conferences 
being held in 2017 by Associations other 
than ASSBI. NOTE that ASSBI members can 
register as members for the IBIA2017 

conference in the USA. 
 

STUDENTS CORNER 
The student teams have been working hard organising student events around Australia and New Zealand. Below are event 
summaries from some our teams who have hosted events in Semester One. Keep an eye-out for upcoming events hosted by 
ASSBI student teams in your region via ASSBI social media pages!  
 

 
      Brisbane Team  

 
The Brisbane Team held their first event on May 2nd. They had two guest speakers: Martin 
Sale and Megan Broughton. Martin presented his research on tDCS on stroke patients 
combined with physiotherapy and Megan talked more clinically about ACT- based 
intervention for those living with an acquired brain injury. The event was a huge success 
with ~ 40-50 people attending and engaging in discussion! 
 

New Zealand (Wellington) Team  
The Wellington team held their first event on May 8th. It was a meet and greet alongside a documentary screening. They started 
off the evening with a glass of wine and some food and there were some great discussions amongst those who came. A variety of 
people attended, including lecturers in neuropsychology, practicing neuropsychologists and postgrad students interested in the 
field. Then the documentary "Broken" (part one of a series) was screened. Broken is about a local neuropsychology rehabilitation 
organisation and told the story of patients admitted into their in-patient rehabilitation ward in Auckland. The event was a great 
start to promoting ASSBI in New Zealand! 
 

You can find out about upcoming events hosted by ASSBI teams in your local area for 2017 via our website, facebook page, and 
other social media outlets! 

 
For full reports on student events go to the Student News Page 

For any student enquiries email students@assbi.com.au 

 

mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
http://www.assbi.com.au/resources_menu.html
https://auckland.au1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_eFqYisSYI5uFvNz
https://auckland.au1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_eFqYisSYI5uFvNz
mailto:mvan944@aucklanduni.ac.nz
http://www.assbi.com.au/student%20news.html
mailto:students@assbi.com.au
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The 14th #nrsigwfnr2017 is being held in 
South Africa on 10-11 July just after the  

 
INS Mid-year Meeting on 5-8 
July also being held in Cape 
Town. 

PsycBITETM 

 
Learn more about evidence based practice; 
understand more about scientific evidence 
underpinning remediation and 
rehabilitation: Become a rater for PsycBITE  
 
What is PsycBITE? 

PsycBITE is a world-class, living e-resource 
that archives all published literature on 
psychological treatments for people with 
chronic diseases and disorders from 
acquired brain impairment. Launched in 
2004, PsycBITE updates the literature 
monthly. It currently archives 4,000 
empirical papers. 
  

http://www.psycbite.com/
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ASSBI MEMBERSHIPS 
JOIN/RENEW 

ARE NOW ANNIVERSARY which 
means that your membership lasts 

for a full 
 12 or 24 months 

 
✓ Full member cost 
✓ $150 for 1 year  
✓ $257 for 2 years  
✓ Student Cost 
✓ $80 for 1 year 
✓ $144 for 2 years  
(students please email id proof to  
admin@assbi.com.au ) 

  
Advantages of being an ASSBI 
member include: 
 

✓ Substantial discount off 
registration fees for the 2016 
ASSBI conference in Macau  
✓ Discounted registration to 
all ASSBI workshops and the 
webinar series   
✓ Access to Brain 
Impairment online 
✓ 4 Newsletters per annum 
✓ Access to previously 
published papers with 
normative data on tests for 
children, adults and older 
adults.   
✓ If you refer someone to 
ASSBI and they join you will 
receive a 10% discount on any 
ASSBI run workshop or webinar 

 
Information on Membership can be 
found at www.assbi.com.au.  
Not sure if you are financial?  go to 
the website to find out.   
 
MEMBERS please go to  the 
members page to update your 
profile, you can also add a photo, 
you are also able to  contact other 
members via email. 
 
Margaret Eagers 
Executive Officer 
 

ASSBI EVENTS 
CALENDAR - ASSBI 

2017 WEBINAR SERIES 
1 hour 12.30-1.30 
Cost varies go here to find out 
Register here For 1 or more  
 
Webinar 2: - Stem Cell Interventions Hype or 
Hope – Prof Iona Novak 
Date: 13th June 
 
Webinar 3: - Evidence-based management of 
impaired self-awareness following brain 
injury– Prof Jennifer Fleming 
Date: 8th August 
 
Webinar 4: Digital health and e-health 
technology for ill and injured children and their 
families: What’s the evidence? - Prof Vicki 
Anderson 
Date: 10th October 
 
Webinar 5: Rare and Unusual Syndromes – Dr 
Michael Perdices 
Date: 12th December 
ON DEMAND 
Webinar 1: Beyond Cognitive Rest: Treating 
Patients with Persistent Cognitive and Somatic 
Symptoms Following Concussion - Prof McKay 
Moore Sohlberg 
 

2017 CONFERENCE/WORKSHOPS 
40th Annual Brain Impairment Conference   

Date: 1 – 3 June 2017 

Venue: Grand Hyatt, Melbourne, Australia 

Convenor: Dr Dana Wong 

Information and to register: 

http://www.assbi.com.au/confhome.htm 

 
Workshop: Neuropsychologically informed 
therapy and intervention: an introduction to 
conducting neuropsychotherapy beyond 
rehabilitation – A/Prof Warrick Brewer 
Date: 28th August 
Information: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/zvqh25 

 

2018  CONFERENCE/WORKSHOPS 
41st Annual Brain Impairment Conference   

Date: 31 May – 2 June 2018 

Venue: Adelaide, South Australia 

Convenor: Dr Liz Williams 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE EVENTS 
CALENDAR 

2017 

 
6th Annual International Conference on 
Cognitive and Behavioral Psychology CBP 
2017 
Date:  6-7 March 2017 
Venue: Singapore 
Contact: http://cognitive-behavior.org  
 
12th World Congress on Brain Injury 
Date:  March 29 – April 1 2017 
Venue: New Orleans, Louisiana, USA 
Contact: www.ibia2017.org  
 
INS Mid-Year Meeting 
Date:  5-8 July 2017 
Venue: Cape Town,  South Africa 
Contact: http://ins2017.com/  
 
14th NR-SIG-WFNR Conference 
Date:  10-11 July 2017 
Venue: Townhouse Hotel, Cape Town,  South 
Africa 
Contact:  Margaret Eagers 
http://mers.vpweb.com.au/NR-SIG-WFNR-
Conf.html or http://www.cvent.com/d/lvq4fj  
 

2018 

 
10th World Congress for NeuroRehabilitation 
Date:  7-10 February 2018 
Venue: Mumbai, India 
Contact:  Tracey Mole 
Traceymole@wfnr.co.uk  
 

https://www.shine.com.au/service/personal-injury-lawyers/brain-injury-compensation-claims/
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