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WORDS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT  
 I am writing this column fresh out of our 45th ASSBI 
Brain Impairment annual conference. Nominally 
held in Perth, the conference took place online due 
to uncertain COVID-19 related restrictions in 
Western Australia, limiting travel and gatherings of 
large crowds. But what a conference this was! The 

meeting was a resounding success, and I would like to 
congratulate the conference organising committee led by Janet 
Wagland and Michelle Kelly and supported by Margaret Eagers 
and MERS Events. The program that they put together was of the 
highest calibre with keynote addresses by international (Lynne 
Turner-Stokes, UK; Mathilde Chevignard, France) and national 
(Bruce Powell, Perth; Bronwyn Hemsley, Sydney; Beth Armstrong 
and Juli Coffin, Perth) speakers. As usual, a series of workshops 
were held on Day 1 covering topics such as Social media in 
professional practice, Goal setting in rehabilitation, Care following 
brain injury for Aboriginal Australians. Following a Welcome to 
Country by Kerri Colegate, Day 2 started in earnest with a debate 
on whether machines are the future in diagnosing and looking 
after people with brain impairment. Two teams, one in favour, the 
other opposed to the proposition debated fiercely but with great 
humour and outlined their position, and often finding common 
grounds. However, there could be only one winner and, in the 
end, the against team was declared winner by the audience by a 
fairly convincing margin! Many great papers were presented over 
the two days covering a wide range of topics, including dementia, 
rehabilitation, vocation, behaviour and emotion, language to 
name a few, as well as ‘how to sessions’ on behaviour support and 
NDIS, use of technology, and many others. In addition to the 
breadth and quality of science presented, what struck me was that 
most of the research was, explicitly or not, framed around a 
person-centred approach. Indeed, the philosophy underlying the 
majority of the projects presented was to make a difference in the 
life of people living with a brain injury. The conference concluded 
with its prize ceremony recognising the work by students. The 
Kevin Walsh Award went to Jeanette Collins for best presentations 
by a Master’s student, the Luria Award to Jasvinder Sekhon for 
best presentation by a PhD student, and the travel award to 
Vanessa Sharp for outstanding student abstract. Two additional 
prizes were awarded. First Meaghan MCAllister and the Healing 
Right Way trial group were the winner of Mindlink Brightwater 
Award for best interdisciplinary research project in Western 
Australia. And finally, Suzanne Barker-Collo was awarded the Tate-
Douglas prize, for her Brain Impairment article, which was voted 
best paper of 2021 by the Editorial Board of the journal.  

I would also convey my sincere gratitude to Michelle and 
Janet, who took on the task to organise the meeting, for battling 
two years of uncertain time and getting this meeting over the line. 

Indeed, many of you may not know that this meeting was 
scheduled to take place in 2020, with most of the planning work 
done in 2019. By the time COVID-19 hit and Australia went into 
lockdown in early 2020, the organising committee had a full 
program of international and national speakers lined up. However, 
rather than throwing the towel, Janet and Michelle took up the 
challenge and worked on the 2022 conference, hoping for a face-
to-face meeting, Unfortunately, the face-to-face meeting was not 
meant to be but the conference was nevertheless a great success.   

As current ASSBI President, I must confess that I was 
disappointed by not being able to go to Perth and attend the 
meeting in person: catch up with old friends and colleagues and 
meet new ones. Indeed, a conference is so much more than listen 
to presentations and workshops. It is about connecting and being 
part of a community: individuals who share interests, passions, 
and where novel ideas percolate, are discussed, with many 
evolving into research projects, collaborations for interventions, 
etc… Often these discussions occur on the sideline, between 
sessions or around a drink after the last session of the afternoon 
or during the conference dinner.  

Not surprisingly, this is made much more difficult when 
the conference is held virtually. Nevertheless, social gatherings 
were held in several locations, including Perth, Sydney, 
Melbourne, either before or at the end of the conference, where 
delegates met together for a social occasion and share stories 
about ASSBI, the conference or other topics. For me, this 
demonstrates the collegiality of ASSBI, making it much more than 
simply a group of people interested in brain impairment.  

Another advantage of the virtual meeting is the 
flexibility. With multiple parallel sessions, the choice is wide and 
therefore the decision to attend one or another session rather 
difficult. The virtual format, however, solves this problem, in that 
all presentations from the keynote addresses, invited speakers, 
paper sessions and data blitzes were recorded and are available to 
view at your leisure for the next 90 days. So you can listen to the 
talks that you missed or watch again the ones you enjoyed: what a 
treat! 
Until next time, stay well and stay safe 
Olivier Piguet, President, ASSBI 

 
Executive Officer’s Report 

Please enjoy this newsletter and don’t forget to get 
copy for the September Newsletter to me by  
15th August 2022. Two people were appointed to the 
ASSBI Committee. Nominations are open for ASSBI 
President-Elect – see advert 

 
Cheers, Margaret Eagers, EO 

 

https://assbi.com.au/Committees/


SOCIAL MEDIA 
Like us on Facebook,  
Follow ASSBI on Twitter 
Become a contact on LinkedIn 

 If you have anything interesting you would like tweeted or 
mentioned on facebook, contact Lizzie or Travis via 
assbisocialmedia@gmail.com. 
Lizzie Beadle and Travis Wearne – Social Media Officers 

 
WEBSITE  
 It is now possible to order a pdf of most of the manuals/kits 
and workshops/webinars and receive the pdf by return email (if 
paid for at the time of ordering) 
 Signing in, as a member or associate, will give you the 
opportunity to update your own information including your email 
address. If you are an ASSBI member, it will also give you access to 
Brain Impairment. In addition, ASSBI members receive at least a 
10% discount in the Store. if you want to change your email  
address login with your old email address or email Matthew to 
change it prior to you logging in. https://www.assbi.com.au 
 Be sure to add information about your discipline and your 
geographical base, as this will help us to better understand our 
ASSBI community. 
 When your membership is due you will receive a couple of 
reminder emails and you can renew and pay online by Visa, 
MasterCard or PayPal if you have an account. You can also transfer 
your fees via the bank – if you do this, email Margaret so she can 
put your payment through. NO CHEQUES PLEASE. 

If you have anything you wish to post on the site or have any 
feedback please email me at admin@assbi.com.au. 
Matthew, Webmaster’s sidekick 
 

NEW PUBLISHED ARTICLE  
Moving into new housing designed for people with disability: 
preliminary evaluation of outcomes 

Jacinta Douglas, Dianne Winkler, Stacey Oliver, Stephanie 
Liddicoat and Kate D’Cruz 
Disability and Rehabilitation, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09638288.2022.2060343 
 
What the study is about  
Adequate housing is universally viewed as one of the most basic 
human needs. Our home and living arrangements have a strong 
influence on our quality of life. Yet a substantial number of people 
with acquired neurological disabilities and complex needs (e.g., 
brain injury, spinal cord injury, multiple sclerosis) are denied 
access to their own home and have limited choice in housing and 
living arrangements. In this study our aim was to investigate the 
change in individual outcomes for people with disability and 
complex needs who move into newly built, individualised 
apartments in the community.  
What we did 
We interviewed 15 adults with acquired neurological disability 
(aged 18–65 years)  and completed three primary self-report 
outcome measures at two time-points (time 1: pre-move and time 
2: 6–24 months post-move). Pre-move living arrangements 
included group homes, residential aged care, private rentals, and 
living with parents. Post-move living arrangements were 
individualised apartments built for people with disability. Health, 
wellbeing, community integration, and support needs were 
compared across pre- and post-move timepoints. 
What we found 
Despite the small and heterogeneous sample in this preliminary 
study, statistically significant improvements consistent with large 
positive effects were demonstrated in the wellbeing, and 
community integration of tenants at post-move compared with 
pre-move. A positive trend commensurate with a large effect was 
also evident on health post-move. Scores on these three measures 
improved with increasing time post move. Daily support hours for 
the group of 15 participants showed an overall reduction. Pre-
move the average support hours per participant was 19 h per day; 
at post-move the average support hours per participant was 
16.6 h per day (an average decrease of 2.4 support hours per 
participant per day). These results demonstrate the positive 
personal outcomes that can be experienced by people with 
acquired disability when they have the opportunity to move into 
individualised housing that reflects their will and preferences.  
 

BRAIN IMPAIRMENT 
ASSBI’s multidisciplinary Journal  
To login to the Brain Impairment site of 
Cambridge University Press, login to the ASSBI 
website and click on this link to get directed to 
the Brain Impairment page of the CUP website, 
if you require any help with this please email 
Margaret. 
 

Douglas and Tate Prize 
The winner of the Douglas and Tate Prize for best paper published 
in Brain Impairment in 2021 was Suzanne Barker-Collo for the 
following paper: 
 
Barker-Collo, S., Theadom, A., Jones, K., Starkey, N., Fernando, K., 
Kahan, M., Prah, P., & Feigin, V. (2021). Three methods for 
examining trajectories in the neuropsychological performance 
across the first 4 years after mild traumatic brain injury. Brain 
Impairment, 22, 20-33. 

The Douglas and Tate Prize was created in recognition of 
the work of founding editors Jacinta Douglas and Robyn Tate. The 

 NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN 
FOR THE POSITION OF: 
ASSBI President-Elect 

 
Interested parties must forward their  
completed nomination form with a full CV to:  
 
Margaret Eagers 
ASSBI Executive Officer 
(admin@assbi.com.au) 
 
Closing date: 18th December 2022 

 
Please note:  

• The nominee must be a financial member 
of ASSBI 

• The nomination must be seconded by a 
current committee member 

 
For further information, please contact  
Margaret Eagers (admin@assbi.com.au) 
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https://www.assbi.com.au/
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au?subject=Membership
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
https://doi.org/10.1080/09638288.2022.2060343
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/X4RICE8wmrt39Pr8QUP73Te?domain=assbi.com.au/
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
http://facebook.com/assbi.australia
https://www.assbi.com.au/Professional-Development
https://assbi.com.au/Committees/
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au


winner is selected each year by a panel of Editorial Board 
members, and receives a cash prize donated by our publisher 
Cambridge University Press. 
 
Special Issue 
Look out for our latest special issue on 'Humanising Connections: 
Bringing people together in rehabilitation', Thank you to our guest 
editors Professor Emerita Jacinta Douglas (Australia), Nicola Kayes 
(New Zealand) and Caroline-Ellis Hill (UK) for bringing together an 
impressive collection of articles showcasing the lived experience of 
rehabilitation.  
 
Editorial Board Meeting 
The annual meeting of the Editorial Board was held in conjunction 
with ASSBI. The editors wish to thank the Editorial Board members 
for their ongoing support and commitments to the success of the 
journal. We note the retirements of Professors Barbara Wilson 
and Mary Galea who have been long -standing valued members of 
the Editorial Board and thank them for their contribution. 
 
To read some of the articles from the author’s perspective click 
here 
 
Jennifer Fleming and Grahame Simpson, Co-Editors 
Nick, Liss and Louisa – Social Media Editors 
 

STUDENTS 
Dear ASSBI and Student Community,  

The student ambassador teams have continued to 
organise several ASSBI student events throughout the year all 
around Australia!  

Student teams have recently held their ASSBI student 
events with great success. You can read more about the student 
events held by the Perth, Adelaide and Newcastle teams below. 
Stay tuned for updates on events held by the Sydney, Melbourne 
and Gold Coast teams!  
 
Perth 
The WA student ambassadors hosted a student workshop titled 
Reconnecting Lives: Overcoming Hurdles in Community 
Integration after Brain Injury at the 2022 ASSBI conference. The 
event was attended by people from a 
range of health science disciplines 
including neuropsychology, 
physiotherapy, and occupational 
therapy. Attendees engaged in a 
thought-provoking Q&A session with 
guest panellists Chris Thompson and Chanel Bowen. Chris recently 

completed his Master of Neurological 
Rehabilitation where he undertook 
research investigating case 
coordination and community 
reintegration in the Southwest region 
of Western Australia. Chanel, a 

passionate film practitioner in the Southwest sustained an 
acquired brain injury in 2019 and her lived experience contributed 
to Chris’ research work. Community reintegration is a fundamental 
goal of ABI rehabilitation and given its multifaceted nature, it can 
be challenging to navigate for both patients and their caregivers. 
Chris and Chanel shared enriching insights on how we can all be 
better advocates of raising public awareness of the impact of TBI 
and how we can achieve enhanced support and case coordination 
for this “hidden disability.” - Danielle Fynn, WA Team Leader 
 

Adelaide  
The South Australian student ambassadors for ASSBI arranged and 
delivered a Music Therapy Workshop targeted as a treatment 
program for people living with acquired brain injury (ABI). The goal 
of the workshop was to raise awareness around the positive 
impacts music therapy has for people living with ABI, as well and 
the many continuing benefits clients receive even after 
completion of the therapy. 
Guests heard from Adelaide ASSBI’s very own team member, 
Graham Mylett, who has a lived experience of ABI. Graham shared 
his personal knowledge and spoke of the wide-ranging and 
continuing benefits music therapy had, and still has on his life. The 
event was facilitated by Neurologic Music Therapist Natalie Oliveri 
and Registered Music Therapist Kun Koh both from Creative 
Therapy Adelaide. Guests were exposed to interactive 
demonstrations of techniques used, along with several real-world 
case studies examples. 
 
Newcastle  
The Newcastle student representatives for ASSBI hosted a virtual 
Kahoot run trivia evening via Zoom. This event was hosted from 
5pm on the 3rd May 2022. Over the span of an hour, we ran 
Kahoots on 4 topics: general knowledge, brain related, emojis and 
pop culture.  
 
We had overall winners per category: 

• General knowledge: Mengjie H. 
• Brain related: Kym H. 
• Emojis: Trista G. 
• Pop culture: Kym H. 

 
By the end of the event, we had 3 overall winners: 

• 1st: Kym H. 
• 2nd: Mengjie H. 
• 3rd: Kyle T. 

 
A huge congratulations to all the winners!   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Aishani Desai, Student Co-ordinator  
The ASSBI Student Team 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
ASSBI 2021 Series of Webinars 
These are now available in the ASSBI Online Store 

 
ASSBI 2022 Series of Webinars 
All upcoming Webinars are listed below and are presented 
between 2-3pm on a Friday, invitations have gone out and you 
can see more HERE and REGISTER HERE 
 
Kate Gould, Colin Brokenshire and Jao Carminati - 24th June – 
2pm – 3pm EST 
What are we doing to help people with brain injury stay safe 
online? 
Michelle Kelly – 26th August EST 
A diagnosis of dementia – What Next? 
Campbell Le Heron – 30th September EST 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/YZRaCGv0oyC1YgxNVik_jKH?domain=assbi.com.au/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/YZRaCGv0oyC1YgxNVik_jKH?domain=assbi.com.au/
https://mers.cventevents.com/qzPm0L
https://mers.cventevents.com/7VPQrD


Apathy, decision making and dopamine: A framework for 
anotivated behaviour 
Jonathan Payne & Silvia Velasco – 28th October EST (tbc) 
Modelling autism spectrum disorder from clinical phenotype to 3D 
brain organoids 
Mark Bellgrove – 25th November EST 
ADHD in Adults 
 

ASSBI CONFERENCES 
Go to the ASSBI website to keep up to date 
 

ASSBI’s 46th CONFERENCE (#assbi2023) 

We are excited to announce that ASSBI’s 2023 conference will be 
held in tropical Darwin at the DoubleTree by Hilton on the 
Esplanade from 4-6 May. The theme for the conference is ‘Moving 
Forward Together’ which captures so much of ASSBI’s purpose, 
vision and mission. We are excited to be able to move back to 
bringing people from all different disciplines together face-to-face 
to share their knowledge, innovative ideas, and lived experience. 
We look forward to seeing everyone in May 2023!! 
 
Sponsorship Is open, if you wish to sponsor/partner with ASSBI 
email Margaret 
 

PAST ASSBI Conferences 
The 45th ASSBI Conference was fully virtual on 5th – 7th May 2022. 
If you attended you still have time to watch the sessions you 
missed. Logon the same way as when you watched live and you 
will find all the sessions under the On Demand button under the 
Sessions Tab at the top of the screen. The convenors are in the 
process of putting together the report and we will publish that in 
the September newsletter.  

The convenors would like to thank our sponsors, 
Insurance Commission of Western Australia, Transport Accident 
Commission, Brightwater Care and the Summer Foundation.  

Sponsorship for the in person conference in Darwin is 
open – for a prospectus please contact Margaret 
Michelle Kelly and Janet Wagland 
 
Past Workshops and Webinars are available for 
purchase #assbiworkshops  

CLICK HERE to see more and order. 
Jessica Trevena-Peters, Jennie Ponsford, Adam McKay, Dana Wong 
and Alinka Fisher have all presented full day training workshops. 
Neera Kapoor and Caroline van Heugten 90 min webinars and a 
multitude of 60 minute webinars have been presented and are 
available on the ASSBI ONLINE STORE  
 

ASSBI RESOURCES 
ASSBI Resources is going from strength to strength. Please contact 
Elise: elise.elbourn@sydney.edu.au or Skye McDonald: 
s.mcdonald@unsw.edu.au if you have any queries or suggestions 
about Resources.  

PLEASE NOTE that you do NOT have to be a member of ASSBI to 
purchase any of the manuals or tests 
 
Our fabulous ASSBI Resources products span assessment and 
remediation of a wide variety of neuropsychological, cognitive and 
emotional disorders commonly seen in people with brain 
disorders. Products include PDF and video downloads as well as 
paper versions of professionally produced manuals and kits that 

can be posted to anywhere in Australia.  
 
To see the range to our Resources page. 
https://www.assbi.com.au/Resource. To get members price (10% 
discount) login to the ASSBI website first.   
 
All resources in PDF form can be purchased instantly.  Buy the PDF 
version and then you will receive the link to download a pdf of a 
manual or kit and webinar as soon as you pay. If you wish to 
purchase the UK version tick that option. You can pay online by 
PayPal OR using Debit/Credit cards Visa or MasterCard. 

NON-ASSBI EVENTS 
This page is for Australian based non-ASSBI events as 

well as World Events 
 

5th AADPA Conference  
Hybrid – Online and F2F  

at the Sofitel Wentworth Sydney, 30th & 31st July 
 

 
 

19th NR-SIG-WFNR  Conference  
Hybrid – Online and F2F  

in Maastricht, 12th and 13th October 2022 
SUBMIT AN ABSTRACT HERE 
Abstracts close on 10th June 

 

 
and lots more……….. 

 
ASSBI is happy to advertise your Workshop, Webinar, 
Conference on this page. If you want to advertise here 

email ASSBI.  
The only cost is that you advertise our events on your page 

EASY! 
Events being held in Australia and around the world 

streamed or live by INS, BIA, NR-SIG-WFNR and other 
organisations can be found by clicking on this link: 

https://www.assbi.com.au/Upcoming-Events 
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https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events
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https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events
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Non-members have access to some free downloads too – click 
here to see the full list of manuals and free to downloads on offer.  
There are also some FREE webinars which showcase some of our 
kits CLICK HERE 
Skye McDonald and Elise Elbourn, ASSBI Resources 
 

Opportunities for Involvement 
There are a lot of colleagues out there wanting your help, have a 
look and see if you can help out 
CLICK HERE TO SEE ALL REQUESTS FOR HELP 
 
Call for Applications Editor(s) in Chief of the Journal of the 
International Neuropsychological Society Deadline for applications 
and nominations: November 15, 2022 The Journal of the 
International Neuropsychological Society (JINS), the flagstaff 
journal for the International Neuropsychological Society, is seeking 
applications for a new Editor in Chief. The journal is also 
considering the possibility of transitioning to two Editors in Chief. 
The position(s) would begin in collaboration with the current 
Editor in Chief, Stephen Rao, Ph.D., in mid-2023 to allow for a 
smooth transition in journal leadership. Terms for Editors in Chief 
are currently 5 years with an option for a second 5-year term. 
 
Persons applying for this position are invited to send their CV and 
a brief (300 word maximum) statement describing their interests 
in the position or questions to H. Gerry Taylor, Chair of the JINS 
Editor in Chief Search Committee at editorsearch@the-ins.org or 
to Marc Norman, Executive Director of the International 
Neuropsychological Society at marc@the-ins.org. We welcome 
diversity in applicants for the position. Because the Society is 
considering the possibility of a dual editorship, with one editor 
from outside of North America, co-editorship applications are also 
welcome. 
 
Cyberscam intervention development for people with acquired 
brain injury (ABI) 
The CyberABIlity team at Monash University, led by Dr Kate Gould, 
has been investigating the experiences of cyberscams in people 
with acquired brain injury to inform the development of an 
intervention to manage the psychological impacts post-cyberscam.  
We are looking for clinicians and service providers practising in 
Australia who have experience working with people with ABI who 
have experienced cyberscams. You will be invited to participate in 
a once-off interview by teleconference or face-to-face about your 
experiences with clients who were scammed, available and 
desired resources, your thoughts and recommendations on future 
cyberscam recovery interventions and your confidence in 
supporting clients and your own internet safety. The interview will 
take approximately up to one hour.  
This study has been approved by the Monash University Human 
Research Ethics Committee [Project no. 17984]. 
To find out more, please contact Kimberly Chew at 
kimberly.chew@monash.edu (supervised by Dr Kate Gould and 
Prof Jennie Ponsford). 
 
Emotion Regulation after Brain Injury group therapy program 
(ER-ABI) - Perth 
We are seeking research participants from the Perth area to take 
part in a group therapy program which aims to improve emotion 
regulation difficulties post-brain injury.  
We are looking to include people with a recent (within 24 months) 
moderate-severe ABI/TBI who are experiencing difficulties 

managing their emotions (for example; anger, frustration, sadness, 
anxiety).  
 
Participation in this study will involve: 

1. Completing a 2 hours screening assessment (interview 
and cognitive assessment) 

2. Attending 8 group sessions (1 x 2 hr session per week, 
plus a follow-up (9th ) session one month later) at the 
Robin Winkler Clinic, University of Western Australia 
(may be via Zoom depending on COVID-19 restrictions) 

3. Nominating family members and/or friends to attend 2 
information sessions about brain injury and emotional 
functioning (optional) 

 
Participants will receive a reimbursement ($20) with each clinic 
visit to help cover travel/parking costs. This study has been 
approved by the University of Western Australia Human Research 
Ethics Committee (RA/4/20/5902).  
The ER-ABI group program will be running between June-
December 2022 with anticipated start dates in early June, late 
July, and September 2022. 
 
To learn more or to apply, please contact PhD student Natalie 
Pepping on 08) 6488 2644 or at er-abigroup@uwa.edu.au. 
 
Natalie Pepping (she/her) 
 
Having positive interactions with people with a brain injury: A 
self-guided online course 
We have developed a new online resource called interact-ABI-lity. 
This is a free self-guided short course about how to interact more 
successfully with people who have a brain injury. It is intended for 
family, friends, carers and others who work with people with ABI. 
On the interact-ABI-lity website, people can: 

• Hear from people with a brain injury and their family 
members 

• Learn about communication changes 
• Learn how to support people with their communication 
• Gain a certificate of completion 

The course is currently being run as part of a research study 
funded by icare NSW, with approval from Western Sydney Local 
Health District Human Research Ethics Committee (reference 
number 2019/ETH13510). You can sign up at bit.ly/interact-ABI-
lity and see more at https://youtu.be/rifkwsVyh00  
To find out more, contact Dr Rachael Rietdijk 
at rachael.rietdijk@sydney.edu.au. 
 
Virtual reality applications for people with a cognitive-
communication disorder 
We are seeking research participants from the Sydney region to 
volunteer in a project to try virtual reality (VR) applications for 
people who have a cognitive-communication disorder following 
traumatic brain injury. 
We are looking to include people with moderate-severe TBI, as 
well as speech pathologists who have experience in TBI 
rehabilitation. 
Volunteering for this study will involve: 

1. Completing communication assessments via Zoom 
(participants with TBI only) 

2. Testing VR apps with the research team at The 
University of Sydney Camperdown campus 

3. Giving feedback about the VR apps and tasks 

https://assbi.com.au/resource
https://assbi.com.au/resource
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This study has been approved by the University of Sydney Human 
Research Ethics Committee [Project No. 2020/703]. We anticipate 
commencing data collection from late March 2022. 
To find out more, please contact Sophie Brassel, PhD student 
at sophie.brassel@sydney.edu.au.  
 
Emotion regulation after brain injury group: Learning to regulate 
your emotions after brain injury 
Email er-abigroup@uwa.edu.au (please put ER ABI Group in the 
subject or call 08 6488 2644 

Self-Representation on Social Media by People with Neurological 
Conditions 
We are looking for people who have an acquired neurological 
condition (e.g., traumatic brain injury, stroke, dementia) to share 
some of their social media posts with us and take part in an 
interview to talk about their social media profile/s and posts. 
Dr Melissa Brunner (University of Sydney) and Dr Catherine Talbot 
(Bournemouth University) are doing a research study to find out 
more about how people with a brain injury or dementia share 
their identity in social media. 
If you are interested in participating, please click the following link 
to the survey (which contains the online information statement 
and consent 
form) https://redcap.sydney.edu.au/surveys/?s=47AME8LJWN. 
If you would like to discuss this study further, please contact Dr 
Melissa Brunner on melissa.brunner@sydney.edu.au. 
 
Using social media safely and successfully after an ABI 
The Acquired Brain Injury Communication Lab at the University of 
Sydney are working together with Brain Injury Australia on a 
project about using social media successfully and safely after a 
brain injury. We are looking for volunteers with brain injury to 
participate in this project. Volunteers may be located anywhere in 
Australia. Volunteering will include completing some interviews, 

completing an online course to develop social media skills, and 
participating in a private moderated Facebook group to practise 
social media skills over a 8 week program.  
 
Interested participants can download a copy of the information 
statement as a first step. To find out more, contact Melissa 
Brunner at melissa.brunner@sydney.edu.au. This project is funded 
through the icare foundation. It has been approved by The 
University of Sydney Human Research Ethics Committee 
(reference number 2021/019). 
 
Dear Colleagues,  
you are invited to participate in the research study: Pocket MEC: 
Development of a screening version of the Montreal Protocol for 
the Evaluation of Communication. (GU ref no: 2021/847)   
   
Speech pathologists with expertise in working with people with 
Right Hemisphere Stroke or Traumatic Brain Injury who have used 
the Montreal Protocol for the Evaluation of Communication 
(MEC) are purposefully being recruited.  The aim of the project is 
to gather recommendations on essential items from the MEC that 
should be retained in a screening tool, called the Pocket MEC.   
   
Please find information about the research here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Participant_Information. If 
you consent to participate, please access an online survey via the 
following link:    
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZBM2Z2F    
   
If you have any questions about your participation in this 
research, contact Ronelle Hewetson at 
r.hewetson@griffith.edu.au  
 
We would like to invite you to participate in a research study to 
examine the current best practices for cognitive rehabilitation in 
post-COVID-19 patients with lingering subjective and/or 
objective cognitive deficits. 

If you conduct cognitive rehabilitation, we would love to have you 
participate in this project, which involves filling out a short survey 
(e.g., about 20 minutes) about you and your clinical practice 
conducting cognitive rehabilitation with post-COVID-19 patients. 
The survey can be completed in multiple sittings if that is more 
convenient for you.  

Please click the link below to start the survey, or to gain more 
information about the research project. You are also welcome to 
contact myself (clare.ramsden@ths.tas.gov.au) or Rachael Ellison 
from Illinois Institute of Technology (rellison1@iit.edu) at any time 
to answer any questions.  
 
We hope that you will choose to participate in this study to 
contribute to our global understanding of best practices for 
treatment of patients with lingering cognitive symptoms post-
COVID.  The information and responses to the survey will be kept 
confidential. Participation in this project is completely voluntary, 
and individuals may choose to withdraw their participation at any 
time.  
 
https://iit.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1ZJBwyh3ZVDS8PY 

Sincerely, Clare Ramsden, Tasmanian Health Service, Hospitals 
South 
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