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WORDS FROM YOUR 
PRESIDENT  

How our world has been 
turned up-side down this 
year with the COVID-19 
pandemic!  Such public 
health devastation has not 
been seen in our lifetime.  As 
ASSBI members, we are 

lucky to be living in Australia and New 
Zealand, where our governments listened 
to expert advice and responded with timely 
and definitive action; where our 
communities adhered to government 
directives regarding lockdowns, social 
distancing and hand hygiene. The 
outstanding success of these strategies and 
the community’s adherence to them is on 
record: by the end of May 2020, Australia 
and New Zealand had respectively recorded 
282 and 301 confirmed cases per million 
population, each country having 4 deaths 
per million population.  Both countries are 
well below the world average of 774 
confirmed cases and 47 deaths per million 
population.  The pandemic is not only 
affecting personal health, well-being and 
social relations, but is causing widespread 
disruption in education, work and 
economically.  Again, we are fortunate that 
our governments, labour and liberal alike, 
have stepped up to the mark, putting 
policies and economic packages in place to 
support our communities.   

I had looked forward to writing this 
editorial, which traditionally would report 
on the annual conference.  This was to be 
held in May in Perth, co-convened by Janet 
Wagland and Michelle Kelly.  Regrettably, it, 
along with so many other conferences 
world-wide, had to be cancelled due to the 
pandemic.  So, did that leave me with 
nothing to write about for this Newsletter?  
Not at all!  I have to say that, as ASSBI’s 
President, I have been so very proud of 
ASSBI’s responsiveness during the 
pandemic.  Skye McDonald and Barbara 
Zupan from ASSBI’s Professional 

Development Committee, converted the 
annual conference into a series of “ASSBI 
2020 Conference Bite Size” webinars, being 
presented on a monthly basis from May to 
November via Zoom (see programme 
displayed in this Newsletter, or go to the 
website).   BRAINSPaN was quick off the 
mark in the early stages of the pandemic, 
providing a vital conduit for communication 
and sharing resources, including fact sheets 
from peak bodies.  Our speech pathology 
colleagues have been especially proactive in 
developing resources for people with 
communication impairments.  Lizzie Beadle 
and Travis Wearne are active on social 
media, promoting ASSBI and its offerings via 
Twitter.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

And speaking of Twitter - you know, one 
day I guess I will look back on this pandemic 
and ponder what I did during all that time 
of enforced staying at home.  One of the 
projects that engaged me during this time, 
has been teaching myself to use Twitter.  
Being a latecomer to this medium, I had 
some degree of trepidation (needing yet 
another work task to do, like I need a hole 
in the head!), but the reason was to help 
advance the cause of raising the profile of 
ASSBI (and NeuroBITE).  I have to say how 
amazed I am at this medium, how engaging 
it is, discovering who is doing what, and its 
potential reach – and I take my hat off to all 
those active twitterers – what stamina you 
have!  In reading the tweets, I am so very 
proud of our ASSBI members and other 
Australian colleagues who are at the 
vanguard of developing telehealth and 
digital platforms for both assessment and 
interventions. Clinicians the world over are 
grabbing at such resources in these 
lockdown and social distancing times.  
ASSBI Resources, of course, has a number 
of telehealth manuals available addressing 
different neurological conditions and 
presenting problems.  The ASSBI 2020 
Conference Bite Size programme also 
features several webinars addressing 
telehealth.  So, well done, everyone! 

But the pandemic is not over yet, in 
spite of the easing of restrictions in various 
countries. The consequences are likely to 
continue for some time. Moreover, it is now 
recognised that the coronavirus infection 

can cause secondary neurological sequelae. 
The implications for neurorehabilitation are 
obvious and are of vital concern to ASSBI, 
our brain impairment clinical and research 
society. 

My very best wishes to you all, 
Robyn Tate  
President 
 

CEO’S REPORT 
 A lot of membership 
renewals have gone out this 
week. 
Enjoy this newsletter and don’t 
forget to get copy for the 
September Newsletter to me 

by 15th August 2020. 
The 2020 AGM is being held at 

2.30pm on Friday 19th June, use this link to 
find the meeting code and password: 
https://assbi.com.au/Membership. The 
2019 Annual Report, Minutes from the 
2019 AGM and the Agenda for this meeting 
will be available shortly using this link: 
https://assbi.com.au/Current-ASSBI-
Members you will need to log into the site 
as a member first to access these materials. 
Cheers, Margaret Eagers, CEO 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Like us on Facebook,  
Follow ASSBI on Twitter 
Become a contact on LinkedIn 

 If you have anything interesting you 
would like tweeted or mentioned on 
facebook, contact Lizzie or Travis via 
admin@assbi.com.au. 
 
WEBSITE  
 Signing in whether you are a member or 
not will give you the opportunity to update 
your own information including your email 
address. It will also give you access to Brain 
Impairment if you are a member. If you 
want to change your email address login 
with your old email address or email 

ASSBI COMMITTEE 
 

ASSBI AGM 2.30pm 
FRIDAY 19th JUNE 2020 

https://assbi.com.au/Membership
https://assbi.com.au/Current-ASSBI-Members
https://assbi.com.au/Current-ASSBI-Members
https://www.facebook.com/assbi.australia
https://twitter.com/ASSBI1
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
https://assbi.com.au/Committees
http://facebook.com/assbi.australia
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Matthew to change it prior to you logging 
in. https://www.assbi.com.au 
 We would like to collect stats such as 
your discipline and where you come from to 
get a better idea of our community. 
 When your membership is due you will 
receive a couple of reminder emails and 
you can renew and pay online by Visa, 
MasterCard and PayPal if you have an 
account. You can also transfer your fees via 
the bank – if you do this email Margaret so 
she can put your payment through. NO 
CHEQUES PLEASE. 

If you have anything you wish to go 
onto the site or have any feedback please 
email me at admin@assbi.com.au. 
Matthew, Webmaster’s sidekick 
 

NEW ARTICLE 
Positive behaviour support for challenging 
behaviour after acquired brain injury: An 
introduction to PBS + PLUS and three case 
studies 
Kate Rachel Gould, Jennie Louise Ponsford, 
Amelia J. Hicks, Malcolm Hopwood, Belinda 
Renison and Timothy J. Feeney 
Neuropsychological Rehabilitation 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09602011.2019.16
56647 
What the study is about 
Challenging behaviours, such as aggression, 
inappropriate social behaviours and lack of 
initiation are common following acquired 
brain injury (ABI). These behaviours may 
place the person and others at risk of harm, 
interfere with community participation and 
cause distress to family members. There are 
no evidence-based guidelines for managing 
challenging behaviours after ABI, leaving 
clinicians with few resources to guide 
practice. Over the last few decades, findings 
from case studies and single subject 
experimental designs have supported the 
use of positive behaviour support (PBS) 
interventions for challenging behaviour 
post-ABI. The key approach of PBS, which 
evolved from applied behaviour analysis, is 
that by proactively preventing challenging 
behaviours – 
making them inefficient and ineffective – 
and systematically facilitating desired 
behaviours, challenging behaviours become 
unnecessary (Carr et al., 2002). 
What we did 
This paper introduces PBS + PLUS: a multi-
component and flexible PBS intervention 
using a person-driven collaborative 
approach to build a meaningful life and self-
regulate behaviour after ABI. This approach 
reflects  on the body of knowledge 
developed by Mark Ylvisaker and Tim 

Feeney. The efficaciousness of PBS + PLUS is 
currently being examined in a randomised 
controlled trial (RCT) conducted by our 
team, which will help to strengthen 
evidence-based practice. In the meantime, 
we have prepared three detailed pilot case 
studies from our trial to illustrate the highly 
individualised implementation of the 
program, delivered to the individuals with 
ABI and carers over 12 months by a 
transdisciplinary team including 
neuropsychologists, occupational 
therapists, and psychiatrists. These case 
studies will assist clinicians and service 
providers to implement PBS + PLUS in 
anticipation of the results of the RCT. 
Objective behavioural outcomes are 
reported for participants using the Overt 
Behaviour Scale (OBS) at baseline and four-
monthly intervals for two years. Goal 
attainment scaling was used to measure 
personally meaningful goals.  
What we found 
The three participants presented with 
diverse behaviours, living situations, 
cognitive profiles, functioning levels, 
support networks and desired outcomes. 
Reese, Ethan and Ollie, along with their 
support networks, received 12 months of 
individualised intervention from 
transdisciplinary PBS + PLUS therapists. 
Through these varied cases, we 
demonstrate different aspects of the 
flexible and individualised PBS + PLUS 
approach. Visual analysis of the primary 
outcome measure, the OBS, indicated that 
whilst Ethan and Ollie made substantial 
improvements 
in self-regulation of behaviour, which were 
maintained over time, Reese’s 
improvements in behaviour were not 
sustained beyond 8 months. The qualitative 
appraisals of the intervention by 
participants, families and carers, and 12-
month follow-up outcomes are described in 
the article along with a discussion of the 
advantages and challenges of program 
delivery. The detailed description of the 
intervention and expansive case studies 
should assist clinicians in understanding 
how the PBS + PLUS principles, framework 
and strategies may be applied. 
Acknowledgements 
The authors would like to acknowledge and 
gratefully thank the generosity, time and 
effort of the participants, therapists (Dr 
Kate Gould, Dr Belinda Renison, Dr Kim 
Trezise, Dr Diane Parcell, Nadine Holgate, 
Cathy Bucolo, Sally Peterson, and Dr Clare 
Kempnich), research staff at the Monash-
Epworth Rehabilitation Research Centre; 

our independent expert for integrity 
monitoring Melissa Capo, Albany, NY, USA; 
and Kat Orgallo, Teaching Resource Support 
Unit. This research was funded by the 
Transport Accident Commission (through 
the Institute for Safety Compensation and 
Recovery Research).  
 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
  If you would like to see someone give a 
workshop or webinar in your State or know 
of anyone coming to Australia in 2020 who 
would like to give a workshop or webinar 
for ASSBI members, please email Margaret 
and we will endeavour to organise a 
full/half day workshop or a webinar. If 
someone you suggest agrees to present for 
ASSBI you will receive a complementary 
registration. 
 

ASSBI STUDENTS 
 

Perth 
“ASSBI WA Virtual Student 
Networking Happy Hour”  

Zoom event running from 5-6pm 
AWST on the 18th of June. This is a 

FREE online information and 
networking events for students 

interested in working with those with 
brain impairment. From 5-6pm we 

will hear from a training 
Neuropsychologist presenting a 

recent case, volunteering and work 
experience advise, and get a chance 

to network with other people 
interested in working with Brain 

Impairment. 
 

Zoom Link: 
https://uwa.zoom.us/j/99116553863
?pwd=Z2dRQnBhYjNTVVEyeFY0UnBn

UFBvdz09 
 

Don’t forget as a student 
member you will get a discount 

to the ASSBI 2020 Bite Size 
Webinars as well as many other 

benefits 
 

CLICK HERE to join or renew 

mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
https://www.assbi.com.au/
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au?subject=Membership
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
https://doi.org/10.1080/09602011.2019.1656647
https://doi.org/10.1080/09602011.2019.1656647
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
https://www.assbi.com.au/Membership
https://uwa.zoom.us/j/99116553863?pwd=Z2dRQnBhYjNTVVEyeFY0UnBnUFBvdz09
https://uwa.zoom.us/j/99116553863?pwd=Z2dRQnBhYjNTVVEyeFY0UnBnUFBvdz09
https://uwa.zoom.us/j/99116553863?pwd=Z2dRQnBhYjNTVVEyeFY0UnBnUFBvdz09
https://assbi.com.au/Join-us
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ASSBI 2020 Conference Bite 
Size! A Series of Webinars 

 
Prof Robyn Tate has presented the first 2 in 
the series, if you missed these you can 
purchase them from the ASSBI Online Store 
 
19th June – 1pm – 2pm a Free 60 min 
webinar entitled: Paediatric telehealth - 
perspectives from research and practice by 
Antoinette Hodge and Rebecca Sutherland  
 
26th June – 1pm – 2.30pm a paying 90 min 
webinar entitled: Digital technologies in 
neuro assessment and rehabilitation with 5 
talks by Lizzie Beadle, Tamara Ownsworth, 
Michelle Kelly, Megan Topping and Melissa 
Brunner 
 
31st July – 1pm – 2.30pm a paying 90 min 
webinar entitled: Managing people at home 
with brain injury with 4 talks by Skye 
McDonald, Alinka Fisher, Katherine 
Cameron, Nina Wegener and Jaycie Bohan 
 
21st August – 1pm – 2pm a 60 min webinar 
entitled: Investigating social cognition in 
dementia syndromes by Olivier Piguet 
 
25th September – 1pm – 2pm a 60 min 
webinar entitled: Improving services for 
Aboriginal Australians after brain injury: 
Current initiatives and findings to date 
by Beth Armstrong and Juli Coffin 
 
23rd October – 1pm – 2pm a 60 min webinar 
entitled: What works for training 
communication partners of people with TBI? 
Lessons learnt from a clinical trial of the 
TBIconneCT program by Leanne Togher and 
Rachael Rietdijk 
 
27th November – 1pm – 2pm a 60 min 
webinar entitled: ‘How to’ evaluate 
mainstream and emerging technologies 
used for executive function support after 
brain injury by Libby Callaway and 
Grahame Simpson 
 
Summary: http://www.cvent.com/d/znqvvg 
Costs: http://www.cvent.com/d/znqvvg/2A  
Info on webinars: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/znqvvg/6X  
REGISTER: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/znqvvg/4W 

ASSBI CONFERENCES 
ASSBI’s 43rd Conference 
#assbi2020 
 
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, 
#assbi2020 has been cancelled BUT 
It has been decided that we will be going 
back to Perth in 2022. 3 of the 5 Keynote 
speakers: Dr Mathilde Chevignard, Prof 
Lynne Turner-Stokes and Prof Bronwyn 
Hemsley have agreed to give the talks they 
were scheduled to give this year. So put 5th 
– 7th May 2022 into your diary 
 
Go to the ASSBI website to keep up to date 
 

ASSBI’s 44th Conference 

 
#headstogether2021 
The 44th Conference 
will be held in 
conjunction with INS 
and CCN and will be 
known as the 6th 

Pacific Rim 
Conference. It will be run in Melbourne on 
1st – 3rd July with workshops on 30th June 
2021. 
 
The theme of the conference is Putting our 
heads together to change lives  
 
Co-Convenors for the conference are: 
ASSBI Representative – Dana Wong 
INS Representative – Travis Wearne 
CCN Representative – Kerryn Pike 
Steering Committee: Vicki Anderson,  
Jacinta Douglas and Simon Crowe. 
 
Confirmed Presidential Addresses are from 
Olivier Piguet (ASSBI), Skye McDonald (INS) 
Amy Scholes (CCN) 
 
PUT THESE DATES INTO YOUR DIARY 
Call for abstracts  
Opens: 15th October 2020 
Closes: 7th February 2021 
Early bird closes: 23rd May 2021 
Consumer Event: Tuesday 29th June 2021 
Conference Workshops:  
Wednesday 30th June 2021 
Conference:  
Thursday 1st – Saturday 3rd July 2021  
 

If you are already on any of MERS Events’ 
distribution lists or the ASSBI list (run by 
Margaret Eagers) you need do nothing as 
you will be notified as usual. If you are not 
and want to be then drop an email to 
mers@exemail.com.au  
 
Past Workshops and Webinars 
are available for download  
#assbiworkshops  
CLICK HERE to see more and order. 
Jessica Trevena-Peters, Jennie Ponsford, 
Adam McKay, Dana Wong and Alinka Fisher 
have all presented full day training 
workshops and Neera Kapoor and Caroline 
van Heugten 90 min webinars over the last 
2 years. If you missed this Continuing 
Education the first time around and would 
like to access it now please go to the ASSBI 
ONLINE STORE  
 

WORLD EVENTS 
ASSBI are happy to advertise your 
Workshop,  
Webinar, Conference on this page. If you  
want to advertise here email Margaret.  
The only cost is that you advertise our  
conference on your page – EASY! 

Events being held in Australia and 
around the world Virtually or Live by INS, 
BIA, NR-SIG-WFNR and other organisations 
can be found by clicking on the undernoted 
link 
https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events 

 

 

ASSBI EVENTS 
 

2020 Bitesize LIVE Webinars 
 

FREE LIVE Webinar 
 

FREE Pre-Recorded 
Webinars 

 
2021 CONFERENCE 

 
 

WORLD EVENTS 
 
 
 

https://assbi.com.au/ASSBI-Online-store
http://www.cvent.com/d/znqvvg
http://www.cvent.com/d/znqvvg/2A
http://www.cvent.com/d/znqvvg/6X
http://www.cvent.com/d/znqvvg/4W
https://www.assbi.com.au/ASSBI-Conferences
mailto:mers@exemail.com.au
https://assbi.com.au/Past-Workshop-and-Webinar-Presentations/
https://assbi.com.au/ASSBI-Online-store
https://assbi.com.au/ASSBI-Online-store
https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events
https://www.assbi.com.au/Professional-Development
https://assbi.com.au/ASSBI-Webinars
https://assbi.com.au/Free-Webinars
https://assbi.com.au/Free-Webinars
https://assbi.com.au/Free-Webinars
https://assbi.com.au/Free-Webinars
https://www.assbi.com.au/ASSBI-Conferences
https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events
https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events
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BRAIN IMPAIRMENT 
ASSBI’s multidisciplinary Journal 

To login to the BI site of CUP, login to 
the ASSBI website and click on this link to 
get directed to the Brain Impairment page 
of the CUP website, if you require any help 
with this please email Margaret. 
To read some of the articles from the 
author’s perspective click here 
Jennifer Fleming and Grahame Simpson  
Co-Editors 
 

ASSBI RESOURCES  
Our little shop is very busy. We now have a 
shopping cart which makes it super easy to 
buy our resources on-line. If you go to the 
resources page you will find a great range 
of evidence-based resources for assessing, 
managing and/or and treating many 
different kinds of disorders arising from 
brain impairment. We have professionally 
produced manuals and kits that we can post 
to you (if in Australia) or, if you prefer, you 
can receive a PDF of the resource with any 
accompanying files if required.  You can also 
find recordings of some of our most popular 
webinars. This year, to date we have sold 
over 100 items. Check it out! 
Non-members have access to some free 
downloads too – click here to see the full 
list of manuals and free to downloads on 
offer 
There are now some FREE webinars which 
showcase some of our kits CLICK HERE 
Skye McDonald talks about Improving First 
Impressions as well as TASIT and TASIT-S 
David Shum talks about Prospective 
Memory 
Sue Sloan: Managing challenging 
behaviours in community settings 
Roy Kessels: Assessment of visuospatial 
memory in clinical practice 
Skye McDonald, Resources Manager 
 

Opportunities for 
Involvement 
There are a lot of colleagues out there 
wanting your help, have a look and see if 
you can help out 
 
CLICK HERE TO SEE ALL REQUESTS FOR HELP 
 
Perceptions and experiences of Australian 
healthcare professionals talking about 
sexuality with individuals after ABI.  

We are wondering whether you may be 
able to complete a brief online survey that 
we have developed to explore the 
perceptions and experiences of Australian 

healthcare professionals talking about 
sexuality with individuals after ABI.  

We estimate the survey will 
take approx. 10-15 minutes to complete. 
Your responses are completely anonymous. 
There is also an opportunity at the end of 
the survey to engage in a follow-up 
interview.   

If you know of other Australian 
healthcare professionals working with 
patients with ABI who would be suitable for 
this study, we would greatly appreciate if 
you could forward this email.  
Further information is available in the 
Explanatory Statement attached.   
Please use this survey link: 
https://monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_1YZ2TSlyUEJHFUF 
CLICK HERE FOR THE EXPLORATORY 
STATEMENT 

Thank you so much in anticipation of 
your help. 
Yours sincerely, 
Professor Jennie Ponsford, AO 
 
COVID-19 and Dementia Research Survey 

The Frontier research clinic at the Brain 
and Mind Centre has just launched a survey 
to try to understand the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on those living with 
dementia and their caregivers. We hope 
that this data will help us to develop and 
provide better support for people living 
with dementia, and their families. 
Click Here to participate in the survey. 
 
Seeking volunteers for Multiple Errands 
Test (MET) research 
The MET uses a standardised shopping-
based task, performed in a real-world 
environment, to explore cognitive 
function.  This study aims to enhance 
interpretation of MET results, by describing 
performance patterns and identifying 
factors that impact them.  We are seeking 
individuals with mild severity cognitive 
impairment and controls with intact 
cognition, to participate in a 1-hour session 
in North Brisbane.   
 
Health professionals are invited to share 
study details with any individual fitting the 
broad eligibility criteria outlined in the 
attached flyer. Health professionals 
themselves may participate if they are not 
familiar with common cognitive screens. 
 
This study has received ethics approval 
from the Royal Brisbane and Women's 
Hospital and the University of Queensland. 
Sincerest thanks for your interest and 

support, 
Shannon Scarff 
 
VaLiANT (Valued Living After Neurological 
Trauma) group program 
Dr Dana Wong and team are currently 
recruiting participants for VaLiANT which is 
being run at the La Trobe Psychology Clinic 
as part of a randomised controlled trial. 
VaLiANT is designed to enhance 
psychological adjustment/wellbeing by 
focusing on valued living - i.e., participating 
in activities that are consistent with 
personal values - after acquired brain injury. 
It is a newly developed intervention that 
integrates cognitive rehabilitation (using 
evidence-based compensatory strategies) 
and psychological therapy (using techniques 
and principles from Acceptance and 
Commitment Therapy). Participation is free. 
It is for adults aged 18+ who: 
- have had an ABI (including stroke, TBI 

or other non-degenerative ABI)  
- could attend the 8-week program at 

the La Trobe Psychology Clinic (in 
Bundoora, VIC) 

- have experienced cognitive and/or 
emotional changes post-ABI that have 
impacted on their participation in 
valued activities. 

Participants may be randomised to receive 
the intervention immediately or after a 4-
month waiting period. However, we are 
using a 2:1 randomisation schedule which 
means that participants are more likely to 
receive the intervention straight away. 
If you would like to make a referral, please 
email valiant@latrobe.edu.au or call (03) 
9479 1679. More info is also here: 
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/psychology-
clinic/services/group-programs/valiant-
group.  
 
The Social Brain Toolkit: Looking for 
Participants 
Researchers at The University of Sydney 
and University of Technology Sydney in 
partnership with Brain Injury Australia are 
developing a set of online tools to improve 
face-to-face and online interactions after 
brain injury. The tools will include a short 
online course on communicating with 
people with brain injury, a short online 
course for people with brain injury about 
using social media, and an online platform 
for people with brain injury and 
communication partners to complete 
communication skills training together. This 
project has been received ethical approval 
from Western Sydney Local Health District 
Human Research Ethics Committee. We are 

https://www.assbi.com.au/Access-to-Brain-Impairment-for-MEMBERS/
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
https://assbi.com.au/Reports-on-BI-Articles/
https://assbi.com.au/resource
https://assbi.com.au/Free-Webinars
https://assbi.com.au/opportunities-to-help/
https://monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1YZ2TSlyUEJHFUF
https://monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1YZ2TSlyUEJHFUF
https://assbi.com.au/resources/Documents/Explanatory%20Statement%20(Project%20ID%2022774).pdf
https://assbi.com.au/resources/Documents/Explanatory%20Statement%20(Project%20ID%2022774).pdf
https://redcap.sydney.edu.au/surveys/?s=H3RETW44CR&fbclid=IwAR0gs3F-1hR6uguMh1iplVoXdRRUoa-eg-ZLYjYGuob8BGs75KQheZAePLk
https://assbi.com.au/resources/Documents/Volunteer%20flyer.pdf
mailto:valiant@latrobe.edu.au
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/psychology-clinic/services/group-programs/valiant-group
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/psychology-clinic/services/group-programs/valiant-group
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/psychology-clinic/services/group-programs/valiant-group
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now looking for volunteers to help us 
design and test these tools, to make sure 
they match the needs of the people who 
will use them. We are looking for: 
• Professionals who interact with 

people with brain injury. 
• Support workers of people with brain 

injury 
• People with brain injury who can 

speak English, who have some 
communication problems, and some 
insight into these problems.  

• Family members, friends, and carers 
of people with brain injury, who can 
speak English 

Participants will complete interviews over 
videoconferencing (Zoom) to give their 
input on how these online tools should be 
designed. As the tools are developed, we 
will seek feedback from volunteers at each 
stage. If you would like to receive further 
information about the study (either to 
participate yourself, or to share with your 
contacts), please contact Petra Avramovic 
(speech pathologist and PhD candidate at 
the University of Sydney) at 
pavr1731@uni.sydney.edu.au. 
 
Recruiting for CREST Concussion Study  

The Neurotrauma team at Curtin 
University and the Perron Institute, led by 
Professor Lindy Fitzgerald, are currently 
recruiting participants for an exciting new 
study on concussion- the CREST Concussion 
REcovery STudy. This study is the largest of 
its kind in Western Australia and involves a 
range of techniques that are at the 
forefront of concussion research. 
 The aim of the study is to identify 
factors which may predict individuals at 
increased risk of delayed recovery following 
concussion to better manage treatment and 
improve recovery.  
 Within the past 7 days have you 
sustained a concussion injury from any 
cause (e.g. falls, transport accidents, sports-
related concussions), been diagnosed by a 
medical doctor and aged between 18-65 
years?  
 For more information or to see if you 
are eligible, please email 
concussionstudy@curtin.edu.au or phone 
0466 526 849.  
 
Speech pathology for adults following 
traumatic brain injury (TBI) 
Our research team are exploring the lived 
experiences of adults when receiving 
speech pathology services in community 
settings (e.g. community-rehabilitation 
services, day hospital, private practice).  

The study is open to adults following TBI 
and/or their significant others in the 
Brisbane, Logan, Ipswich areas and 
surrounds and involves a one hour 
interview at the participant's home or a 
location convenient to them. Alternatively, 
significant other participants can complete 
a video call. 

All participants can go into a draw to 
win a $50 Coles/Myer voucher. For more 
information about the study go to 
https://sites.google.com/griffithuni.edu.au/
speechpathologystudy/home  or contact 
Crystal Kelly (crystal.kelly@griffith.edu.au). 
GU ref no: 2019/512 
 
Light Therapy for ABI Study 

We are currently seeking referrals for 
a randomised controlled trial evaluating the 
impact of in-home light therapy on post-
brain injury fatigue, as well as daytime 
sleepiness, sleep quality and mood. The 
study entails 7 study visits over a 5-6 month 
period in the participant's home and 
exposure to a tailored light therapy 
program. Ceiling lights and lamps are 
installed by a certified electrician, using 
participant's pre-existing fixtures.  

It is for adults aged 18+ who: 
• Have had a TBI (mild, moderate or severe) 

OR 
• Stroke 
• Reports experiencing significant fatigue 
• Is 3+ months post-injury (participants may 

also be many years post-injury eg. 20-30 
years). 

• Lives within the greater Melbourne area 
(up to 2 hr drive). 

The study has been developed at 
Monash University in conjunction with the 
Monash-Epworth Rehabilitation Research 
Centre (MERRC) by Professors Jennie 
Ponsford, Shantha Rajaratnam, Steven 
Lockley and myself. The project has been 
approved by the Epworth HealthCare 
Human Research Ethics Committee. 

If you would like any further 
information or would like to refer a 
potential participant, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me at 
laura.connolly@monash.edu or 0419 372 
468. Download the flyer here 
 
Dear occupational therapists, as part of my 
MPhil research project I am investigating 
assessment of functional cognition 
following acute TBI. I aim to understand 
what influences your thinking when you are 
deciding which assessments to use and 
establish which assessments are currently 

used in acute care in Australia. If you have 
experience working with patients who have 
had a TBI in acute care, I need your help in 
completing an online survey. It typically 
takes 10-15 minutes to complete and your 
responses to the survey will remain 
anonymous. If you are able to participate 
please click on the link below to the survey. 
Following completion of the survey, you will 
be asked if you are interested in taking part 
in an interview to discuss the topic in more 
detail. A participant information and 
consent form for this project is attached to 
this email. Many thanks for your time. Click 
this link to be directed to the online survey. 
https://lnkd.in/gh-dZ3K Kathy Goodchild 
Occupational Therapist Senior Royal 
Brisbane and Women's Hospital  
Ph: (07) 3646 8111 & pager 42609  
Katherine.goodchild@health.qld.gov.au 
s3335318@student.uq.edu.au 
uniofqueensland.syd1.qualtrics.com • 1 min 
read 

Qualtrics sophisticated online survey 
software solutions make creating online 
surveys easy. Learn more here… 
 
Recruiting people with ABI and family 
members for a study on cyberscam 
experiences: Last year we conducted a 
study of clinicians and service provider's 
about their experiences of supporting 
people with ABI to avoid and recover from 
online scams.  
Thank you to those of you who took part. 
We are now conducting in-depth interviews 
with cyberscam survivors with and without 
ABI, and family members or close others. 
These can be conducted over the phone or 
a video call. 
If you have a client who may be interested, 
can manage an interview and provide 
consent to take part, please contact Kate 
Gould (kate.gould@monash.edu) or Jao 
Carminati (jjcar6@student.monash.edu), 
who can send you the study flier and 
detailed project information. 
 
 
 
Monash University is seeking the views and 
experience of health practitioners who 
have treated and supported individuals 
recovering from major trauma injury. Many 
people have long-term ongoing 
rehabilitation needs after they sustain major 
trauma injury. There are a number of 
rehabilitation services that may be needed. 
The purpose of this study is to understand 
the experiences of practitioners delivering 
services to people who have returned to the 

mailto:pavr1731@uni.sydney.edu.au
mailto:concussionstudy@curtin.edu.au
https://sites.google.com/griffithuni.edu.au/speechpathologystudy/home
https://sites.google.com/griffithuni.edu.au/speechpathologystudy/home
mailto:crystal.kelly@griffith.edu.au
mailto:laura.connolly@monash.edu
https://assbi.com.au/resources/Documents/Light%20Therapy%20for%20ABI%20Study%20Flyer.pdf
https://lnkd.in/gh-dZ3K
mailto:Katherine.goodchild@health.qld.gov.au
mailto:s3335318@student.uq.edu.au
https://uniofqueensland.syd1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5iDDBxy8UAHACC9
https://uniofqueensland.syd1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5iDDBxy8UAHACC9
https://uniofqueensland.syd1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5iDDBxy8UAHACC9
mailto:kate.gould@monash.edu
mailto:jjcar6@student.monash.edu
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community following major trauma and 
require ongoing assistance. 
How can you help?If you are a practitioner 
who has helped at least one person to ‘get 
back on track’ after a major trauma injury, 
we’d like you to complete a 15-minute 
online survey about your experience. The 
survey is completed anonymously, and will 
ask you questions about: 

 The types of services you provide to 
major trauma survivors 

 Your confidence in providing these 
services 

 What training, education and/or 
support you have when treating major 
trauma survivors 

 Whether there are difficulties in providing 
access to your services, and 
 The methods you use to provide any of 

your services (e.g. telehealth) 

 We are keen to hear from a wide range of 
health practitioners, including: 

 Allied Health Assistants 
 Counsellors 
 Exercise Physiologists 
 General Practitioners 
 Neurologists 
 Nurses 
 Occupational Therapists 
 Personal Care Attendants 
 Physiotherapists 
 Psychiatrists 
 Psychologists 
 Rehabilitation Consultant/Physicians 
 Vocational Rehabilitation Counsellors 
 Social Workers 
 Speech Therapists 
 AND any other practitioners who are 

assisting individuals with major trauma 
injury 

How do you participate? 
To go to the survey, follow the 
link:  http://tiny.cc/yc1jdz 
To complete the survey by telephone, call 
(03) 9902 0272 when ready, or 
email injury.ruralresearch@monash.edu to 
arrange a time for call-back. 
The project has been approved by the 
Monash University Human Research Ethics 
Committee (MUHREC). Project ID number: 
18016. 

 

  

http://tiny.cc/yc1jdz
mailto:injury.ruralresearch@monash.edu
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