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ASSBI MISSION STATEMENT

ASSBI is a multidisciplinary society dedicated to improving the quality of life of people with brain impairment and their
families. Our mission is to:








Enable all disciplines who work with people with brain impairment to meet, learn and discuss the latest clinical
research initiatives in a scholarly environment;
Provide high quality professional development;
Publish scholarly research via our journal Brain Impairment;
Promote scientific rigour and evidence-based practice in the field of brain impairment;
Encourage students to present, share and publish their work; and
Provide high quality assessment and treatment resources via ASSBI Resources
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM COMMITTEE 2020
The 2020 conference has been postponed to 2022
STUDENT AMBASSADORS 2020

(https://assbi.com.au/Student-Ambassadors)

Dr Dana Wong (VIC) – Student Liaison Officer
Dr Jonathan Reyes (VIC) – National Student Co-ordinator
ADELAIDE TEAM
Philip Dobek (Team Leader)
Tayla Blecky
Nusrat Asad
NEWCASTLE TEAM
Winifred Asare-Doku (Team Leader)
Kimberley Wallis
Avni Arisha Kumar
Lucy Fry
BRISBANE TEAM
No team Brisbane in 2020
SYDNEY TEAM
No Team Sydney for 2020

TEAM AUCKLAND
Emma Tomas (Team Leader)
Mikayla Scott
Sahil Pratap
Tash Thompson
MELBOURNE TEAM
Taylor Rae Jenkin (Team Leader)
Nick Sathananthan
Sophie O’Keefe
Amanda Tan
PERTH TEAM
Rachael Mumme (Team Leader)
Danielle Fynn
Kelsey Sewell

TEAM TASMANIA
Sarah Skromanis (Team Leader)
Rachel Breen
Jaclyn Kosta

EDITORIAL BOARD, Brain Impairment

Prof Vicki Anderson
A/Prof Michelle Bellon
A/Prof Cathy Catroppa
Prof Michele Foster
Prof Suzanne Kuys
Prof Skye McDonald
Prof John Olver
Dr Michael Perdices
Prof Jennie Ponsford
Dr Cheryl Soo
Dr Matt Thomas
A/Prof Gavin Williams
Dr Dana Wong

A/Prof Ian Baguley
Prof Leeanne Carey
Dr Jan Ewing
Prof Mary Galea
Prof Natasha Lannin
Prof Lyndsey Nickels
Prof Tamara Ownsworth
Prof Olivier Piguet
Prof David Shum
A/Prof Alice Theadom
Prof Huw Williams
Prof Barbara Wilson
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YEAR IN REVIEW: 2020 – PRESIDENT’S
REPORT
Dear Members,
2020 was a busy year for ASSBI on many fronts
and the activities of the Society during the past
year are documented in this annual report. As
a learned society, ASSBI strives for excellence in clinical
practice, educational services, and research activity, each of
which contributes to the pursuit of ASSBI’s mission: to improve
the lives of people with brain impairment and their families.
ASSBI is coordinated by an active 18-member Committee which
oversees the day-to-day running of the Society and its many,
varied activities. During 2020, the Committee met six times,
via teleconference, to conduct regular Society business, and in
addition held several extraordinary meetings to address
developments regarding the 2020 conference and the
proposed review of the Society.
Without doubt, ASSBI’s biggest achievement during
2020 was surviving, relatively unscathed, the far-reaching
effects unleashed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Thanks to the
efforts of the ASSBI Committee, the year ended with a bestthat-could-be-expected outcome, including a small profit from
the year’s activities ($7,904). COVID-19 had a profound effect
on ASSBI’s professional development programme. Regrettably,
ASSBI’s main annual event, the 3-day conference planned for
May 2020 in Perth, had to be cancelled due to the pandemic.
For that reason also, no face-to-face workshops were held
during 2020. The social media team, led by Dr Lizzie Beadle
and Dr Travis Wearne, replaced their planned social media
activities with promotion of ASSBI and its offerings. Their
proactive community engagement resulted in a continued
upward trend in raising awareness of ASSBI and brain
impairment (e.g., an increase of 21% followers on Twitter from
last year, now at 1,219 followers). During 2020 ASSBI
membership has remained stable at 394 financial members
In lieu of the conference, ASSBI’s Professional
Development Officer, A/Prof Barbra Zupan, together with Prof
Skye McDonald and ASSBI’s Executive Officer, Margaret Eagers,
took immediate action and using the webinar model created in
2017, converted the conference into an excellent series of
diverse webinar events (ASSBI 2020 Conference Bite Size),
running monthly from May to November via zoom. Another
series of eight webinars is scheduled throughout 2021.
Similarly, the 2021 (44th) ASSBI conference, to be held as the 6th
Pacific Rim conference (jointly organised by ASSBI with Dr Dana
Wong, the College of Clinical Neuropsychologists of the
Australian Psychological Society with Dr Kerryn Pike, and the
International Neuropsychological Society with Dr Travis
Wearne), will be a fully hybrid event, with both face-to-face
and online attendance.
ASSBI’s journal, Brain Impairment, continues to
develop, in terms of both metrics and infrastructure.
Congratulations are due to the journal co-editors (Prof Jenny
Fleming and Prof Grahame Simpson), associate editors (A/Prof
Petrea Cornwall and A/Prof Cynthia Honan) and the Editorial
Board for achieving a substantially higher impact factor for
2019 (1.356) compared with the previous year (.958). This
result is testimony to the hard work of the journal editors and
Editorial Board for the high quality of the journal. The 2020
impact factor will be released mid-2021. It is gratifying to see a
25% increase in the number of submissions over the past year,
with 100 de novo submissions during 2020. The rejection rate

continues to be high (78%) ensuring that only the best quality
work is published in the journal. Output remains steady at
three issues per year (one of which is a special issue, dedicated
to a themed topic) and the publication of approximately 20
articles. Behind the scenes, changes in the journal
infrastructure have seen completion of the first year of Prof
Leanne Togher as Chair of the Editorial Board and
commencement of the 3-member Brain Impairment social
media team. Cambridge University Press, which has been
publisher of Brain Impairment since 2012, recently notified
ASSBI that it will not be renewing the contract past December
2022. A small working party (journal co-editors, Chair of the
Editorial Board, and ASSBI Executive Officer) are currently
searching for a new publisher.
In last year’s Presidential report, I heralded that
ASSBI intended to undertake a formal review of the Society, its
first in 43 years of operation. Preparatory work was undertaken
in 2020. An important first step was a survey of the
membership in May 2020. Survey results were discussed by the
Committee at length and reported to the membership in the
September 2020 Newsletter. In brief, the 31-item survey was
completed by 100 members (representing 25% of the
membership). The overall satisfaction with ASSBI was high. In
general, survey responses indicated that ASSBI is on the right
track, but there are areas where service to ASSBI members and
the broader community can be improved. Results from the
survey have yielded very rich data which the Committee is
considering further and will use to inform forward planning for
the Society. During 2020, a series of working parties with
various members of the Committee advanced planning about
the type of review that would best meet ASSBI’s needs. The
ultimate recommendation, endorsed by the Committee at the
January 2021 meeting, was that an initial necessary step is to
develop a strategic plan for ASSBI covering the next 2 to 5
years. The Committee is currently in the process of collating
the information that will be needed for this purpose. We plan
to engage an external facilitator to support the Committee with
the strategic planning process and anticipate that this will
occur in the second half of 2021.
Other ASSBI activities are described throughout this
report. I commend to you the report of Dr Jonathan Reyes, the
National Student Coordinator. It is particularly encouraging to
see the growing engagement of students across Australasia and
across multiple allied health disciplines within ASSBI, as well as
networking with other student organisations. ASSBI’s Student
Liaison Coordinator, Dr Dana Wong, and Executive Officer,
Margaret Eagers, have provided valued support in fostering
endeavours to involve students in ASSBI. Student engagement
is particularly valued by ASSBI, given that today’s students are
tomorrow’s clinicians and researchers. Similarly, ASSBI
Resources, under the management of Prof Skye McDonald has
produced a solid result for 2020, with 334 resources being sold,
which is a similar number to last year.
With this annual report for the 2021 AGM, my term
as President of ASSBI has come to an end. It has been a
pleasure and an honour to serve as President of this vibrant,
multidisciplinary society over the past two years. One of the
most encouraging outcomes of the membership survey
conducted in 2020 was the positive endorsement of ASSBI as
being a welcoming community that is friendly, approachable,
generous, inclusive, supportive, and collegiate; a society where
members feel a sense of belonging. ASSBI’s multidisciplinary
focus was seen as one of its most attractive features and sets
ASSBI apart from many other professional organisations. I
thank both the Committee and the wider membership who
make ASSBI what it is. I welcome Professor Olivier Piguet as
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the incoming President and I know that ASSBI will be in very
good hands under his leadership. I extend special thanks to the
ASSBI committee, together with those working on the separate
arm of ASSBI’s journal Brain Impairment, all of whom work so
diligently behind the scenes to ensure that ASSBI runs like a
well-oiled machine. All this is facilitated by the superb and
tireless efforts of ASSBI’s Executive Office, Margaret Eagers.
Robyn Tate
President

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

In March 2020, the difficult decision was made to cancel the
43rd Annual ASSBI Brain Impairment Conference which was
scheduled to be held in Perth, WA in May 2020 due to the
pandemic. Our thanks go to presenters and attendees alike for
their patience and support as ASSBI worked through the
cancellation process.
In an effort to continue to provide our members and
communities professional development opportunities, ASSBI
organised a series of online webinars across 2020 that offered
topics that were planned for the conference in 60-90 minute
sessions. These webinars were streamed live and then the
recording made available to watch on demand, and for future
purchase. The 2020 webinar series was a wonderful success
and included a diverse range of topics from speakers across
Australia including:
•
May: How to plan and implement single-case designs.
Part 1: An introduction to the method (Prof Robyn Tate)
•
May: How to plan and implement single-case designs.
Part 2: Ensuring scientific rigour (Prof Robyn Tate)
•
June: Digital technologies in neuro assessment and
rehabilitation (Lizzie Beadle, Tamara Ownsworth,
Michelle Kelly, Megan Topping, Melissa Brunner, and Prof
Skye McDonald)
•
July: A changed landscape: Managing complex behaviour
at home following brain injury. (Skye McDonald, Alinka
Fisher, Katherine Cameron Nina Wegener and Jaycie
Bohan)
•
August: Social cognition in dementia (Olivier Piguet)
•
September: Improving services for Aboriginal Australians
after brain injury: Current initiatives and findings to date
(Beth Armstrong and Juli Cofin)
•
October: what works for training communicative partners
of people with TBI? Lessons learnt from a clinical trail of
the TBIconneCT program (Leanne Togher and Rachael
Rietdijk)
•
November: ‘How to’ evaluate mainstream and emerging
technologies used for executive function support after
brain injury (Libby Callaway and Grahame Simpson)
In May we presented a free webinar that was attended by 347
delegates entitled “Paediatric telehealth – perspectives from
research and practice” our thanks go to the presenters
Antoinette Hodge and Rebecca Sutherland
Our thanks go to the presenters who were willing to adjust
their planning face-to-face conference presentation to
accommodate a webinar format and donate their time to do
so. We’d also like to thank the attendees who helped to make
the series a success. ASSBI has planned another amazing lineup of both national and international speakers to contribute to
a 2021 webinar series.
Barbra Zupan, Continuing Education Officer
Margaret Eagers, Executive Officer

2020 WORKSHOP/WEBINAR REPORTS

Due to COVID-19 we were unable to put on any face to face
workshops and relied on webinars. In addition to the Bitesize
Conference Webinars we also held the undernoted webinars
9th March, 60-minute webinar by Prof Robyn Tate. The webinar
was entitled: "A novel intervention to increase leisure, social
and community activity after brain injury: the Programme for
Engagement, Participation and Activities (PEPA)". It was
streamed live and bought as an MP4 by 58 delegates. It is now
available via the ASSBI Online Store.
14th August, 60-minute webinar by Prof Barbara Wilson. The
webinar which was entitled Practical help for people with
memory problems following non-progressive brain injury
reached 68 delegates. It is also been sold via the ASSBI Online
Store.
4th September, 60-minute webinar with Professor Barbara A.
Wilson. Her webinar was entitled: Research for Clinicians: How
to combine clinical work with research This webinar reached 29
delegates and is still available in our online store.

Future Conferences
The ASSBI Brain Impairment Conference
in 2021
The 44th Annual Conference in 2021 will be held with the
International Neuropsychological Society (INS) and Australian
Psychological Society’s College of Clinical Neuropsychologists
(CCN), in Melbourne 30 June - 3 July 2021. The co-convenors of
the conference are Dr Dana Wong, Dr Travis Wearne and Dr
Kerryn Pike and the theme is Putting our heads together to
change lives. Our Keynote speakers are:
Prof Neil Pliskin from the University of Illinois College of
Medicine, USA will be presenting Workshop 1 (half day)
entitled The Shocking Truth About Electrical Injuries and a
Keynote Address entitled: What is the true value of
neuropsychological services and how will they need to change
to stay relevant?
A/Prof Sarah MacPherson from the University of Edinburgh,
Scotland, UK will be presenting Workshop 5 (half day) entitled
Executive function assessments as cognitive markers of
pathological aging: Evidence from healthy aging and
dementia and a Keynote Address entitled: Frontal lobe
assessment: Where are we now?
Prof Sarah-Jayne Blakemore from University of Cambridge,
England, UK will be presenting a Keynote Address entitled:
Social risk taking in adolescence
A/Prof Emma Power from UTS, Sydney, Australia will be
presenting Workshop 6 (half day) entitled Implementation of
face to face and online communication partner training
programs in ABI: A step by step clinical implementation
workshop and a Keynote Address entitled: “I wouldn’t want to
open a can of worms”: Sexuality and Intimacy in acquired
brain Injury
Dr Kylie Radford and Terry Donovan from NeuRA, Sydney,
Australia will be presenting Workshop 2 (half day) entitled
Wisdom, memories and connections: Towards a more holistic
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approach to neuropsychology with Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples and Kylie will be presenting a keynote
entitled: “Healthy ageing is your mind staying young”:
Longevity, brain health and dementia in Indigenous peoples
Dr Rene Stolwyk and Wendy Kelso from Monash University
and Royal Melbourne Hospital, Melbourne, Australia will be
presenting Workshop 4 (half day) entitled: Zooming into the
details: a practical guide to conducting assessments of
cognition, language and mood using telehealth and a Keynote
Address entitled: From Kanyapella to the COVID ward and
beyond: past, present and future applications of telehealth
within brain injury rehabilitation
Prof Vicki Anderson from Murdoch Children’s Research
Institute, Melbourne, Australia will be presenting Workshop 3
(half day) with her team of Michael Takagi, Vanessa Fausa,
Katie Davies and Gavin Davis entitled: Accelerating recovery
from child concussion requires a collaborative
multidisciplinary approach
Prof Skye McDonald from UNSW, Sydney, Australia will be
presenting the INS Presidential Address entitled: Getting
emotional
Prof Olivier Piguet from University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia
will be presenting the ASSBI Presidential Address entitled:
“Dazed and Confused!” Brain, context, and social disconnect
Dr Amy Scholes from Melbourne, Australia will be presenting
the CCN Presidential Address
The ASSBI 45th Annual Brain Impairment Conference in 2022
will be held in Perth, Western Australia and is carried over from
2020. The co-convenors of the conference are Dr Michelle Kelly
and Janet Wagland, the theme is Getting down to the business
of living

Future Workshops – 2021

None set for 2021 due to COVID-19 restrictions

WEBSITE

The website was updated, as necessary, throughout the year.
In particular, procedures to purchase ASSBI Resources were
revised and streamlined. The resulting 'Online Store' now
provides a clear and easy procedure to purchase the materials.
Webmaster MERS Events

CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP

ASSBI is currently seeking a Corporate Partner

RESOURCES

In 2020 ASSBI had 19 resources (assessment and/or treatment)
for sale and another 4 that were free to members. To see the
table of contents for each of the manuals/kits and to order go
to the new ASSBI website – https://assbi.com.au/resource
Cognitive Behavioural Therapy for anxiety and depression –
Adapted for Brain Injury (CBT-ABI): A treatment Manual
($175/$125 for pdf) The CBT-ABI manual provides a
comprehensive practical guide to delivering Cognitive
Behaviour Therapy (CBT) for depression and anxiety with
individuals with traumatic brain injury. Both the content and

processes of CBT have been adapted in a variety of ways to
compensate for the cognitive difficulties that commonly occur
after brain injury. The manual contains richly described, userfriendly instructions and tips for therapists including links to
helpful demonstration videos, as well as numerous handouts
for clients with TBI. These handouts also come in a separate
electronic file enabling therapists to adapt and print them as
needed. This CBT-ABI program has been demonstrated to be
effective in improving depression and anxiety symptoms after
TBI in a rigorous randomised controlled trial (Ponsford, Lee,
Wong et al., 2016). It is an essential, evidence-based, clinically
useful treatment guide for clinicians working with individuals
experiencing depression and anxiety after brain injury.
The kit includes a manual and usb which has videos and
numerous handouts.
Communicate with Confidence ($105) is a practical guide for
anyone wanting to improve or refresh their communications
skills.
Errorless learning in dementia: A practical manual ($40/$30
for pdf) is a manual that provides a step by step guide to the
use of errorless learning techniques to re-establish everyday
skills in people with dementia.
Improving First Impressions ($155/$115 for pdf) is a manual
that provides detailed program notes and handouts for 12
sessions that address training of basic areas of social skills.
The Location Learning Test ($260) is a recently introduced test
that assesses spatial memory
Making sense of brain tumour ($110/$70 for pdf) is a manual
that provides information and guidance for people living with
brain tumours and their families.
Making the most of your memory: An everyday memory
program ($155/$115 for pdf) is a detailed manualised program
for improving memory function with instructions for each
session and a CD of PowerPoint slides for sessions and
template handouts for printing.
Managing social anxiety following traumatic brain injury
(MSA) ($110/$70 for pdf) provides a structured therapeutic
approach based on cognitive behavioural techniques to
manage social anxiety in people with cognitive impairment.
Memory Disorders: New types, assessment techniques and
interventions ($110) this DVD is provides an overview of some
issues related to the assessment and remediation of memory
disorders.
The Montreal Protocol for the Evaluation of Communication
(MEC kit) ($240/$170 for pdf) The MEC was developed to
address the critical gap in assessment tools for people who
have problems with communication in the absence of aphasia.
The kit comprises a manual, a stimulus book, response booklets
and informant questionnaires along with a USB containing
audio-files and back up response forms.
Reading A Smile (and other great expressions): An Emotion
Perception Kit ($350) is a comprehensive kit addressing
remediation of emotion perception including 6 packs of photos,
two game boards, flash cards, a manual and a DVD.
Retraining Activities of Daily Living During Post-Traumatic
Amnesia following TBI: Therapy Manual ($155/$115 for pdf)
This intervention manual details skills retraining during posttraumatic amnesia (PTA) after traumatic brain injury. It
addresses bathing, grooming, dressing, self-feeding and light
meal-preparation using errorless and procedural learning
principles.
TBIconneCT Clinical Manual ($180/$140 for pdf) is a program
designed to help people with TBI and their family members,
friends or carers improve their communication and have better
conversations together. This comprises a manual and memory
stick.
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TBI – Express: Social communication training for people with
TBI and their communication partners ($175/$125 in pdf) is a
treatment program for training people with TBI and their
communication partners to improve everyday communication.
This comprises a manual and memory stick.
The Awareness of Social Inference Test (TASIT) ($250/$210 for
pdf) The manual (3rd edition) provides basic data on the
reliability and validity of TASIT and extended norms for ages 13
- 15 years and also for ages 50 through to 75 plus (Form A). We
also provide some information on how TASIT can be used as a
resource for treating social perception and for evaluating
treatment.
The Awareness of Social Inference Test - Short (TASIT-S)
($155/$115 for pdf) This is a short screening version of TASIT
(about 20 minutes) with norms from adolescence through to
older age.
The Comprehensive Assessment of Prospective Memory
(CAPM) ($110/$70 for pdf) this manual provides a detailed
approach to assessing prospective memory failure (i.e. failure
to remember to do things at a later date) in clinical disorders.
The Programme for Engagement, Participation and Activities
(PEPA) ($140/$110 for pdf) use the PEPA to help your client
with brain injury increase their participation in meaningful
activities.
Understanding ABI and Behaviour Change: A guide to
managing challenging behaviours ($155/$115 for pdf) This
comprehensive manual provides useful, simple to understand
information about why challenging behaviours occur, how to
identify their triggers and strategies to deal with them. An
enormously valuable resource for clinicians and case managers.
Free Resources: These in include the Austin Maze, an
electronic spatial learning test, the Starship Post-traumatic
Amnesia scale for children, the Symbol-Digit Modality test and
the Westmead PTA Scale for children.
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Memory

Sales for products are detailed below for 2020. Previous years
are also provided for comparison.
TOTAL
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In pdf
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3
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2
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9

UK MEC Kit
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0

0
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In pdf

0
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2
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7

In pdf
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4

4
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webinars

5

5
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webinars*

9

9

334

1558

TOTAL per
year

-

937

-

325

End
2016

End
2017

End
2018

End
2019

End
2020

Twitter

480

645

775

1005

1219

Facebook

439

512

621

722

790

LinkedIn

1,669

2,361

2,575

2,675

2962

50

Understandi
ng ABI and
Behaviour
Change

Bitesize
Webinars^

pleasing. From 2012 – 2015 we had 475 on Twitter, 450 on
Facebook and 1,387 on LinkedIn

Skye McDonald
Resources Manager: ASSBI Resources
Margaret Eagers, Executive Officer

SOCIAL MEDIA

ASSBI maintained an active profile on Twitter and Facebook
during 2020 via our social media officers, Dr Lizzie Beadle and
Dr Travis Wearne. ASSBI’s social media pages are updated
regularly with news relating to ASSBI events and conferences,
links to new Brain Impairment publications, and media
coverage around topics related to brain impairment. Our
original plan for 2020 was to engage more students through
social media and to develop and advocate for student specific
“takeover” events. However, in light of the COVID-19
pandemic, we focussed on promoting and advertising ASSBI
webinars, resources and networks in order to maintain our
social media presence and increase our engagement with
international followers who may be limited in their research
and social connection during this time.
Our number of contacts (followers) on social media
networks continued to increase during 2020. Matthew
(webmaster) has been pro-active on LinkedIn and we have
increased our connections by almost 300 which is really

Limited data relating to Twitter impressions and Facebook
reach was tracked to measure how many individuals (both
ASSBI followers and others) view our tweets or posts. Due to a
change in the analytics collection in 2018 (i.e., to paid
prescription), the engagement with ASSBI hashtags was unable
to be determined at this time. Similarly, it’s also important to
consider that “reach” (i.e., number of potential people who will
see posts organically on their feed) has declined over
Facebook, despite an increase in followers – potential reasons
for this are 1) Facebook’s decline in popularity, 2) ASSBI has
increased in followers, which means Facebook starts limiting
content unless you pay (i.e., “boost” your posts).
We have, however, increased our impressions and output on
twitter. During 2020, ASSBI original tweets received 114 600
impressions (up from 104K impressions in 2019). This does not
include the number of times ASSBI was mentioned, or an ASSBI
hashtag was used. It also did not include viewing of retweets
(approximately half of ASSBIs tweets are retweets). We
specifically noticed increased engagement with posts related to
ASSBI webinars and resources (i.e., tests) available through the
ASSBI website. We also used the 2020 Brain Injury Awareness
Week to engage with our followers by promoting discussion
around mental health and self-care for carers, consumers, and
clinicians, particularly within the context of #neurocovid. We
found that this week was particularly engaging for our ASSBI
network, as we had 22.8K impressions over this entire week,
with 2.9K impressions, 27 likes, 8 replies and 9 link clicks per
day (wow!)
Our veteran social medial officer, Dr Lizzie Beadle, went on
maternity leave in November 2020. We hope she enjoys this
time with her gorgeous baby! We look forward to her return to
ASSBI social media when she returns from maternity leave!
Lizzie Beadle and Travis Wearne
Social Media officers

STUDENTS

The year of 2020 has been tremendous to say the least but we
could not be more proud of our student body and their
contribution throughout the year!
In 2020, ASSBI was represented nationwide across multiple
teams in Adelaide, Auckland, Melbourne, Newcastle, Perth, and
Hobart. The student ambassadorship program in 2020 was
represented by multiple allied health disciplines including
Speech Pathology, Occupational Therapy, Neuropsychology,
Clinical Psychology, as well as Science and Research PhD
students from both undergraduate and postgraduate levels.
Student team leaders, along with their group, conducted one
to two student events throughout the year in order to raise
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awareness for ASSBI and its mission statement. While many
impositions have been placed in light of developments
associated with COVID-19, the student body demonstrated a
stellar effort to creatively circumvent such obstacles. This was
achieved through various online social events including trivia
nights, workshop in art therapy, and panel discussions, wherein
students from various allied health disciplines were invited to
participate and network with like-minded individuals to share
their passion for working with individual with acquired brain
injury (ABI). Team contacted numerous speakers to present
their research and expert background in working within the
clinical setting ABIs. Cross-collaborative work with other
student organisations were also conducted in order to facilitate
networking and bring students together within the year that
was 2020.
Teams communicated very well among each other and
reported in a timely fashion to the student coordinator. While
the annual ASSBI conference was cancelled in 2020 due to
COVID-19, the student body very much look forward to
facilitating the student events throughout 2021 conference in
Melbourne!
With the combined efforts of the College of Clinical
Neuropsychologist (CCN) student representative Anique
Muttiah, and the International Neuropsychological Society
(INS) student representative, Aishani Bharat Desai, many
student initiatives have been conceptualised for the 6th Pacific
Rim Conference occurring in Melbourne, June 30th to 3rd July.
These events include a student symposium, a student
workshop, a student evening networking event and
development of student grant criteria for financial assistance of
attending and eligible students.
I would like to thank Margaret Eagers (Executive Officer) and
Dana Wong (Student Liaison Coordinator) for their continual
support and collaboration with student matters. For 2021, we
have a fantastic group of enthusiastic student ambassadors
from multiple varied disciplines, who will no doubt host some
fantastic events in 2021!
We, at ASSBI, once again wish to thank the ongoing
contribution and commitment of the student volunteers, which
perpetually foster a student interest in our society.

Robyn attending a workshop in Sydney and Jennie attending a
workshop in Melbourne.

Fellows:

ASSBI currently has 14 Fellows of the Society:
Kevin Walsh (dec) Jennie Ponsford
Jan Ewing
Vicki Anderson
Skye McDonald
Gina Geffen
Jacinta Douglas
Robyn Tate
Leanne Togher
Glynda Kinsella
Michael Perdices
David Shum
Jennifer Fleming Tamara Ownsworth
Financial Members
At 31.12.20 - 394 (compared to 395 in 2019)

JOURNAL – BRAIN IMPAIRMENT
EDITORIAL BOARD REPORT

Report compiled by Leanne Togher, Chair of the Editorial Board
As the incoming Chair of the Editorial Board for Brain
Impairment I would like to acknowledge the extraordinary,
sustained contribution that Dr Jan Ewing has made to Brain
Impairment as the Inaugural Chair. Thank you, Jan, for your
careful guidance, oversight and wise counsel since the
inception of Brain Impairment, which has now evolved and
grown into a world class journal. Jan leaves me with very large
shoes to fill. The continued success and growth of Brain
Impairment over the past year is testament to the incredible
work of the Editors and Associate Editors. With increasing
numbers of submissions, there has been increasing work
associated with the Journal, and I would like to thank all
involved for their contributions. Brain Impairment publishes
only high quality, erudite and academically rigorous papers,
which are relevant to brain impairment. As an example, the top
five downloaded papers in the report below reflect the wide
scope of papers that are published, and this diversity
contributes to Brain Impairment’s continued growth and
success. I commend the following report to you, and once
again thank our Editors Jenny Fleming and Grahame Simpson
and Associate Editors Petrea Cornwell and Cynthia Honan for
their continued high quality editorial leadership. Thanks also to
Guest Editors and reviewers for all the work you have
contributed to Brain Impairment during 2020.

Dr Jonathan Reyes
2021 National Student Coordinator

Prof Leanne Togher
Chair, Brain Impairment Editorial Board
April 2021

MEMBERSHIP

CO-EDITORS REPORT

Membership was changed in 2015 so that, irrespective of the
joining date, the membership period is 12 months.
For the cost of $150 ($80 students) membership of ASSBI
entitles a member to online access to Brain Impairment,
substantial discount to the Annual Brain Impairment
Conference and the growing number of webinars and
workshops being held nationally and internationally as well as
many other benefits. In 2018 we started to offer
“Organisational” membership. The price of these vary
depending on number of staff and years of membership. An
organisational membership gives an organisation the option of
sending different staff members to different events at ASSBI
membership price. For example, you could have Margaret
attending the Conference but Jacinta participating in a webinar,

Report compiled by Grahame Simpson and Jennifer Fleming
The following report provides an update on the progress of the
journal over the last 12 months. In January 2015, the editorship
of the journal was handed over from the founding co-editors to
the former associate editors, Jenny Fleming and Grahame
Simpson. This report represents the sixth year under the new
editorial team.
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Journal content for 2020
•

Published in 2020:
Volume 21 consisted of three issues. Overall the volume included 20 published articles (see Figure 1) in addition to the usual
miscellaneous material:
o 13 original articles
o 2 brief reports
o 2 research protocols
o 2 review papers
o 1 Current Practice/Current Opinion
o Miscellaneous (1 editorial, 1 ASSBI conference abstracts, 1 list of reviewers)

The number of articles published per year since the journal commenced is displayed in Figure 1.
The current goal is to publish between 20 and 25 articles per year.
Figure 1: Number of articles published per year
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Number of pages published in Brain Impairment
The 2020 volume comprised 343 pages. Figure 2 shows the ongoing trend in the number of pages published in Brain Impairment.
The number of pages per volume contracted with CUP is 360 (3 issues at 120 pages each).
Figure 2: Annual number of pages published per volume
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Special issues: 2020 included 1 special issue.
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Special issue on Brain Impairment in Knowledge Translation in Dementia Care (Vol 21, Issue 3). This special issue was led by guest
editor Sally Bennett with support from Co-Editor Jenny Fleming. The special issue consisted of 7 papers inclusive of the Guest
Editorial.
Key developments and highlights in 2020: Impact of COVID
•

Increased number of manuscript submissions
Brain Impairment had a significant increase in the number of manuscript submissions in 2020, and for the first time received 100 de
novo submissions. This is a significant increase from the usual number over the past 3-4 years, which falls in the 70-80 range. While
a welcome increase, this has led to a significant escalation in the work load on the Co-Editors/ Associate Editors. This ‘COVID bump’
in manuscript submissions has been reported by a number of rehabilitation journals.

•

2020 Conference cancelled
As a result of the cancellation of the 2020 conference, there was no Presidential address published in Issue 3. Furthermore, a
smaller number of abstracts were published. People who had abstracts accepted to the conference and were not planning to
resubmit the identical abstract to a future conference, were given the opportunity to have their abstracts published.

Other key developments and highlights in 2020
•

Editorial Board Chair
Professor Leanne Togher has commenced in the new role of Chair of the Editorial Board starting 2020. The role of the Chair is to act
as the link between the journal and the ASSBI Executive Committee.

•

Social Media team
The social media team commenced in 2020. This has been a long-term goal of Brain Impairment to build its social media profile, and
we are very excited about the contribution that the social media team of Dr Melissa (Liss) Brunner (U Syd), Dr Nicholas Behn (City
University of London) and Louisa Selvadurai (Monash University).

•

Douglas and Tate Prize
2020 saw the award of the third Douglas and Tate Prize for the best paper published in 2019. The cash prize is sponsored by CUP.
The winner of the award as determined by the combined ratings of the five independent judges was:
Robinson, P.L., Russell, A., & Dysch, L. (2019). Third wave therapies for long term neurological conditions: A systematic review to
evaluate the status and quality of the evidence. Brain Impairment, 20 (1), 58–80. doi: 10.1017/BrImp.2019.2

•

Stable number of articles in First View
Over the past 2-3 years Brain Impairment has continued to have a stable number of 16-18 manuscripts accepted for publication and
sitting in First View. At the time of this report, the number was 16. As this continues to grow, the journal will move closer to
achieving the goal of expanding from three to four issues per year.

New submissions, editorial decisions and time to decision
•

New submissions in 2020:
New submissions
Revised1
Total

2020
100
40
140

2019
72
65
137

2018
80
52
132

Note. 1 Some manuscripts had multiple submissions
•
Editorial decisions
Based on ScholarOne data, for manuscripts submitted between 1 January 2019 and December 31 2020, a total of 82 decisions were
made. This included 18 (22%) accepted for publication and 64 (78%) rejected. Out of those that were rejected, 37 (45%) were rejected
prior to review, most commonly due to falling outside the scope of the journal.
•
Timeline to decision
The average length of time from submission to first decision in 2019 was 61.7 days and from submission to final decision was 84.0 days.
Based on ScholarOne data, average days from submission to first decision in 2020 was 65.7 days and from submission to final decision
was 110.0 days. The increase in average days to final decision was due in part to the extended time to final decision on two articles that
were outliers and the median score for final decisions would be much closer to 2019.
In an effort to reduce the turnaround time, the allocated timelines for editors and reviewers in ScholarOne to make decisions were
revised and reduced.
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Impact Factor and indexing
•

2020 Impact factor:
The impact factor for 2020 will be released mid-2021 in time for the 6th Pacific Rim conference.

•

2019 Impact factor (Thomson ISI’s JCR metrics):
In 2019, the impact factor was 1.356, which was an all-time record high for the journal and a significant increase from 2018.

Figure 3: Impact Factor History (2010-2019)

•

Expanded indexing (Clarivate Web of Science)
We received our fourth ranking in the Rehabilitation category since our initial inclusion in 2015. We have taken a significant step
forward in the Rehabilitation category, moving from Q4 to Q3.
For 2019, we are more highly ranked than journals in the Rehabilitation category including Rehabilitation Nursing, British Journal of
OT and at a similar level to International Journal of Rehabilitation Research.
Categories

2018

2019

Clinical Neurology

Q4

183/199

Q4

175/204

Neurosciences

Q4

253/267

Q4

244/271

Rehabilitation

Q4

55/65

Q3

47/68

Most highly cited papers
The five most highly cited papers in 2019 for papers published during the period 2017-2018:
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Contributions to Brain Impairment by country and institution
The data in Figure 4 show the number of original manuscripts submitted over the three years 2017-2019 by country and organisation.
Approximately 56.5% of the papers are published from Australia, with a good diversity of papers published from other countries making
up the other half. The country data is encouraging in documenting the success of increasing the international profile of the journal
Figure 4: Manuscripts accepted in 2019 by country and organization

14

Editorial Board
•

Appointment of new Editorial chair position: Outlined
above

•

New Social Media Editors appointed: Outlined above

•

Planned appointment for an additional Associated Editor:
It is planned to appoint an additional Associate Editor in
2021 to assist with the increased workload.

•

Editorial Board meeting:
No Editorial Board meeting was held in 2020 due to the
cancellation of the Perth conference. The next meeting is
planned for the INS/ASSBI/CCN 2021 conference in in
Melbourne.

•

Editorial Board expansion to include Asian region:
Further expansion of the Editorial Board to include more
international members, particularly from Asian countries
is planned within the next 3 years.

•

Editorial Board retirements:
No retirements in 2020.

Future Plans
Special issues
- A special issue on ‘Humanising Connections: Bringing
people together in rehabilitation’
is planned for Volume 23.1 in 2022. The Guest Editors are
Professor Emerita Jacinta Douglas (La Trobe), Nicola Kayes
(Auckland University of Technology) and Caroline-Ellis Hill
(Bournemouth University)
•

Impairment, but we have not had a specific publisher’s
meeting in relation to Brain Impairment per se for more
than three years.

Thanks

We once again have many people to thank for their ongoing
support and willingness to help us over the past year: Margaret
Eagers for her tireless day-to-day administration; our Associate
Editors Petrea Cornwell and Cynthia Honan; Sally Bennett,
Jacinta Douglas, Nicola Kayes and Caroline-Ellis Hill for their
work as special issue Guest Editors; the team at Cambridge
University Press; the Executive of the Australasian Society for
the Study of Brain Impairment, the members of the Editorial
Board for their generous contribution and support, and most
importantly to the authors and reviewers for their intellectual
contribution which helps maintain the high quality of the
journal.

Anticipated Publication Schedule
2022
One special issue (March) and two regular issues
(June/September and December)
2023
One special issue (March) and two regular issues
(June/September and December)
Jenny Fleming and Grahame Simpson
Co-editors, Brain Impairment
1 April 2021

- Initial discussions on a Technology themed issue for 2023
are underway with A/Prof Libby Callaway (Monash
University) and Dr Jacki Liddle (University of Queensland).
•

Publication of impact statements:
With the aim of generating higher altmetrics and
comment in social media, it is proposed that authors will
be required to submit short ‘tweetable’ impact statements
summarising the clinical significance of their research for
publication with their articles.

Liaison with CUP
•

Contract renewal for 5 years
The contract with CUP was renewed for a 5-year period in
January 2018. We have now been notified by CUP that
they wish to terminate the agreement with ASSBI to
publish Brain Impairment. A subcommittee comprising
Leanne Togher, Jenny Fleming, Grahame Simpson and
Margaret Eagers will start working to identify a new
publisher.

•

Meetings with CUP
Edward Wilson-Eames (Ned) who is Assistant Editor STM
journals at CUP is our primary contact, and Vicki Verona
has been our Production Editor in 2020. Ned initiates fairly
regular contact about a range of broader issues in the
development of CUP which then also involves Brain
15

FINANCIAL REPORTS
The below report has been put together by Stephen Taylor Accountants, Ms Margaret Eagers – Executive Officer and overseen by Ms
Miriam Poole – Treasurer
See Appendix A for Accountants Report from Stephen Taylor Accountants
After Audit the profit from ordinary activities after providing for income tax amounted to $7,904.00.
Income for Memberships, Resources and Professional Development for 2020
TOTAL INCOME FROM MEMBERSHIPS $54,366

Principal Activities
The principal activities of the association during the financial year were: To bring together all disciplines who
work in the brain impairment field to share their perspectives on common issues.
Significant Changes
No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred during the year.
Operating Result
The profit of the association after providing for income tax amounted to $7,904.00.
Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Members of the Committee.
Committee Member:
____________________________________
Prof Robyn Tate (President)
Committee Member:
____________________________________
Prof Jennie Ponsford (Secretary)
Dated this …………………...day of ……………….2021.
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STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS AND OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020
Note

2020
$

2019
$

54,366
(30,592)
41,810
(2,081)
63,503

35,928
(40,233)
41,009
58,815
95,519

Total Income

4,405
2,054
34,652
41,111
104,614

5,608
3,698
44,247
53,553
149,072

Total expenses
Profit before income tax
Profit for the year
Retained earnings at the beginning of the Financial Year
Retained earnings at the end of the financial year

3,575
270
3,296
10,899
1,387
13,412
5,811
48,656
591
1,458
222
7,133
96,710
7,904
7,904
320,448
328,352

3,275
4,816
6,720
395
15,463
25,027
40,002
6,181
1,595
153
18,488
122,115
26,957
26,957
293,490
320,447

INCOME
Membership Subscriptions
Conference Net Income
Workshop Income
Sponsorships
OTHER INCOME
Interest Received
Other Revenue
Gross profit from trading

EXPENDITURE
Accountancy Fees
Advertising
Bank Charges
Computer Expenses
Insurance
Journal Expenses
Postage, Printing & Stationery
Secretarial Costs
Student Awards
Sundry Expenses
Travelling Expenses
Workshop Expenses

BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2020

ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents
Trade and other receivables
Inventories
Prepayments
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Trade and other payables
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES
TOTAL LIABILITIES
NET ASSETS
EQUITY
Retained earnings
TOTAL EQUITY

Note

2020
$

2019
$

3
4
5

295,021
4,099
34,895
(2,572)
331,443
331,443

283,319
21,551
41,100
7,428
353,398
353,398

6

3,091
3,091
3,091
328,352

32,951
32,951
32,951
320,447

7

328,352
328,352

320,447
320,447

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020
The financial statements cover the business of AUSTRALASIAN SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF BRAIN IMPAIRMENT
INC. and have been prepared to meet the needs of stakeholders and to assist in the preparation of the tax
return.
Comparatives are consistent with prior years, unless otherwise stated.
1.

Basis of Preparation

The Company is non reporting since there are unlikely to be any users who would rely on the general purpose
financial statements.
The special purpose financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the significant accounting
policies described below and do not comply with any Australian Accounting Standards unless otherwise stated.
The financial statements have been prepared on an accruals basis and are based on historical costs modified,
where applicable, by the measurement at fair value of selected non current assets, financial assets and financial
liabilities.
Significant accounting policies adopted in the preparation of these financial statements are presented below
and are consistent with prior reporting periods unless otherwise stated.
2.

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
Inventories

Inventories are measured at the lower of cost and net realisable value. Cost of inventory is determined using the first-in-firstout basis and is net of any rebates and discounts received.
Net realisable value is estimated using the most reliable evidence available at the reporting date and inventory is written down
through an obsolescence provision if necessary.
Impairment of Non-Financial Assets
At the end of each reporting period the company determines whether there is an evidence of an impairment indicator for nonfinancial assets.
Where this indicator exists and regardless for goodwill, indefinite life intangible assets and intangible assets not yet available
for use, the recoverable amount of the asset is estimated.
Where assets do not operate independently of other assets, the recoverable amount of the relevant cash-generating unit
(CGU) is estimated.
The recoverable amount of an asset or CGU is the higher of the fair value less costs of disposal and the value in use. Value in
use is the present value of the future cash flows expected to be derived from an asset or cash-generating unit.
Where the recoverable amount is less than the carrying amount, an impairment loss is recognised in profit or loss.
Reversal indicators are considered in subsequent periods for all assets which have suffered an impairment loss , except for
goodwill.
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents comprises cash on hand, demand deposits and short-term investments which are readily convertible
to known amounts of cash and which are subject to an insignificant risk of change in value.
Revenue and Other Income
Revenue is recognised when the business is entitled to it.
Sale of goods
Revenue from the sale of goods is recognised at the point of delivery as this corresponds to the transfer of significant risks and
rewards of ownership of the goods and the cessation of all involvement in those goods.
Interest revenue
Interest revenue is recognised using the effective interest rate method.
Rendering of services
Revenue in relation to rendering of services is recognised depends on whether the outcome of the services can be measured
reliably. If this is the case then the stage of completion of the services is used to determine the appropriate level of revenue to
be recognised in the period. If the outcome cannot be reliably measured then revenue is recognised to the extent of expenses
recognised that are recoverable.
Other income
Other income is recognised on an accruals basis when the company is entitled to it.
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Revenue, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of goods and services tax (GST), except where the amount of
GST incurred is not recoverable from the Australian Taxation Office (ATO).
Receivables and payables are stated inclusive of GST.

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020
Note
3

Cash and Cash Equivalents
CBA Term Deposits
ANZ Term Deposits
Cash at Bank – CBA Cheque
Cash at Bank – CBA online

4

Trade and Other Receivables
Current
Trade Debtors
GST Payable

5

Inventories
Current
Stock on hand

6

2020
$

2019
$

220,000
15,000
9,981
50,040
295,021

249,033
15,000
8,254
11,032
283,319

2,238
1,861
4,099

21,551
21,551

34,895

41,100

3,091
3,091

11,125
20,746
1,080
32,951

320,448
7,904
328,352

293,490
26,957
320,447

Trade and Other Payables
Current
Trade Creditors
Members in Advance
GST Payable

7

Retained Earnings
Retained earnings at the beginning of the financial year
Net profit attributable to members of the company
Retained earnings at the end of the financial year

STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE
The committee has determined that the association is not a reporting entity and that this special purpose financial report
should be prepared in accordance with the accounting policies outlined in Note 2 to the financial statements.
In the opinion of the committee the financial report as set out on pages 1 to 7:
1.
2.

Presents a true and fair view of the financial position of AUSTRALASIAN SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF BRAIN IMPAIRMENT
INC. as at 31 December 2020 and its performance for the year ended on that date.
At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that AUSTRALASIAN SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF
BRAIN IMPAIRMENT INC. will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due.

This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Committee and is signed for and on behalf of the Committee by:
President: _________________________________________________________
Prof Robyn Tate
Treasurer: _________________________________________________________
Ms Miriam Poole
Dated this day………………... of………………….2021.

CERTIFICATE BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE
I, Prof Robyn Tate (President), and I, Ms Miriam Poole (Treasurer) certify that:
(a) We are members of the committee of the Australasian Society for the Study of Brian Impairment Inc.
(b) We attended the annual general meeting of the association held on…………
(c) We are authorised by the attached resolution for the committee to sign this certificate
(d) The financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2020 were submitted to the members of the association at its
annual general meeting.
Committee Member: _________________________________________________________
Prof Robyn Tate (President)
Committee Member: _________________________________________________________
Ms Miriam Poole (Treasurer)
Dated this day………………... of………………….2021.

